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Ephesians	1:11-23	
11	In	 Christ	 we	 have	 also	 obtained	 an	 inheritance,[a]	having	 been	
destined	 according	 to	 the	 purpose	 of	 him	 who	 accomplishes	 all	
things	 according	 to	his	 counsel	 and	will,	12	so	 that	we,	who	were	
the	first	to	set	our	hope	on	Christ,	might	live	for	the	praise	of	his	
glory.	13	In	him	you	also,	when	you	had	heard	 the	word	of	 truth,	
the	 gospel	 of	 your	 salvation,	 and	 had	 believed	 in	 him,	 were	
marked	 with	 the	 seal	 of	 the	 promised	 Holy	 Spirit;	14	this[b]	is	 the	
pledge	 of	 our	 inheritance	 towards	 redemption	 as	 God’s	 own	
people,	to	the	praise	of	his	glory.15	I	have	heard	of	your	faith	in	the	
Lord	 Jesus	 and	 your	 love[c]	towards	 all	 the	 saints,	 and	 for	 this	
reason	16	I	do	not	cease	to	give	thanks	for	you	as	I	remember	you	
in	my	prayers.	17	I	pray	that	 the	God	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	 the	
Father	of	glory,	may	give	you	a	spirit	of	wisdom	and	revelation	as	
you	 come	 to	 know	 him,	18	so	 that,	 with	 the	 eyes	 of	 your	 heart	
enlightened,	 you	 may	 know	 what	 is	 the	 hope	 to	 which	 he	 has	
called	you,	what	are	the	riches	of	his	glorious	 inheritance	among	
the	saints,	19	and	what	is	the	immeasurable	greatness	of	his	power	
for	 us	 who	 believe,	 according	 to	 the	 working	 of	 his	 great	
power.	20	God[d]	put	 this	 power	 to	work	 in	 Christ	when	 he	 raised	
him	 from	 the	 dead	 and	 seated	 him	 at	 his	 right	 hand	 in	 the	
heavenly	places,	21	far	above	all	rule	and	authority	and	power	and	
dominion,	and	above	every	name	 that	 is	named,	not	only	 in	 this	
age	but	also	in	the	age	to	come.	22	And	he	has	put	all	things	under	
his	 feet	 and	 has	 made	 him	 the	 head	 over	 all	 things	 for	 the	
church,	23	which	is	his	body,	the	fullness	of	him	who	fills	all	in	all.	

Luke	6:20-31	
20	Then	he	looked	up	at	his	disciples	and	said:	

‘Blessed	are	you	who	are	poor,	
				for	yours	is	the	kingdom	of	God.	

21	‘Blessed	are	you	who	are	hungry	now,	
				for	you	will	be	filled.	

‘Blessed	are	you	who	weep	now,	
				for	you	will	laugh.	

22	‘Blessed	are	you	when	people	hate	you,	and	when	they	exclude	
you,	revile	you,	and	defame	you[a]	on	account	of	the	Son	of	

Man.	23	Rejoice	on	that	day	and	leap	for	joy,	for	surely	your	reward	
is	great	in	heaven;	for	that	is	what	their	ancestors	did	to	the	

prophets.24	‘But	woe	to	you	who	are	rich,	
				for	you	have	received	your	consolation.	

25	‘Woe	to	you	who	are	full	now,	
				for	you	will	be	hungry.	

‘Woe	to	you	who	are	laughing	now,	
				for	you	will	mourn	and	weep.	

26	‘Woe	to	you	when	all	speak	well	of	you,	for	that	is	what	their	
ancestors	did	to	the	false	prophets.	

27	‘But	I	say	to	you	that	listen,	Love	your	enemies,	do	good	to	
those	who	hate	you,	28	bless	those	who	curse	you,	pray	for	those	
who	abuse	you.29	If	anyone	strikes	you	on	the	cheek,	offer	the	
other	also;	and	from	anyone	who	takes	away	your	coat	do	not	

withhold	even	your	shirt.30	Give	to	everyone	who	begs	from	you;	
and	if	anyone	takes	away	your	goods,	do	not	ask	for	them	
again.	31	Do	to	others	as	you	would	have	them	do	to	you.	

All	Saints	

Who	are	the	saints?	

	

Are	they	the	people	who	have	been	Bea	tified	 by	 the	
church…	 the	 pre-reformation	 and	 Catholic	 idea?	 Are	
they	 the	 really	 Holy	 ones	 who	 will	 be	 first	 in	 the	
Kingdom	of	Heaven?	

In	our	Anglican	tradition,	both	Catholic	and	Reformed,	
we	have	no	process	of	Beatification	but	saints	are	still	
recognised	 as	 ‘those	 in	 whose	 lives	 the	 church	 as	 a	
whole	has	seen	the	grace	of	God	powerfully	at	work’		

OR	

	

Is	it	more	the	Pauline	view	that	you	have,	picked	up	
by	the	Reformed	church,	whereby	the	saints	are	those	
who	confess	that	Jesus	is	Lord,	the	Christians.	These	
are	the	saints	gathered	into	the	church	triumphant	in	
Heaven	and	on	earth….	All	Christians	are	saints.	

	

	



OR	

	

Is	 it	 more	 like	 the	 passage	 that	 we	 heard	 from	 the	
gospel	 reading	 and	 Jesus	 preaching	 the	 beatitudes,	
where	it	seems	that	actions	and	lifestyle	are	to	be	the	
deciding	 	 factors….	 ‘say	 not	 to	me	 Lord	 Lord	 but	 do	
the	work	of	my	Father’	

And	in	all	these	ideas	there	is	the	constant	pull	of	the	
idea	 of	 the	 rewards	 that	 await	 the	 saints	 in	 the	
economy	of	salvation,	the	reward	of	Heaven.	

Heaven…….	 where	 God	 and	 Jesus	 sit	 enthroned	 in	
Glory	 and	where,	 as	 the	 Book	 of	 Revelation	 tells	 us,	
the	saints	gather	around	the	throne	dressed	 in	white	
while	 those	 not	 chosen	 are	 burnt	 up	 in	 the	
devastation	 of	 the	 apocalypse	 which	 is	 the	 second	
coming	 of	 the	 gentle	 lamb	 of	 God	who	 taught	 us	 to	
love	our	enemies!!	

	

	

SAINTS	

Hierarchies	of	Godliness	

Election	of	the	chosen	

Salvation	of	the	believers	

Rewards	in	heaven	

Damnation	in	Hell	

All	 this	 is	 hugely	 problematic	 to	 any	 moderately	
compassionate	 and	 questioning	 person.	 Mostly	 in	
church	 we	 sing	 the	 well-known	 hymns,	 we	 listen	 to	
the	liturgies	and	let	it	all	flow	over	us	but….		There	is	a	
certain	 mild	 embarrassment	 when	 you	 encourage	 a	
loved	one	to	church	who	is	not	a	saint!	Who	is	not	one	
of	the	self-selected	believers	or	the	holy	elect.	

Maybe	 you	 discuss	 with	 them	 at	 home	 over	 coffee	
how	 you	 square	 the	 circle	 and	 reconcile	 the	 God	 of	
infinite	 Love	 with	 the	 god	 who	 will	 separate	 you	 at	
death…	 one	 to	 eternal	 bliss	 and	 one	 to	 eternal	
damnation…	 or	 maybe	 you	 just	 don’t	 bring	 them	
again!	

	

					*************************************	

Here	at	All	Saints	on	this	All	Saints	Patronal	festival..		

• We	are	at	the	heart	of	the	reason	why	our	
churches	are	empty	

• We	are	at	the	root	of	our	weak	and	confused	
evangelism	

• We	are	at	the	core	of	our	doubts	

A	selected	hierarchy	of	holiness	,	a	selected	salvation	
for	believers…..	

Heaven	for	the	lucky	ones……	hell	for	the	rest	

This	ancient	Theology	is	a	problem	for	the	church.	



I	 don’t	 want	 you	 to	 think	 that	 this	 is	 a	 recent	
problem…	one	 that	 trendy	 liberal	 theologians	discuss	
in	 response	 to	 secular	 21st	 century	 postmodern	
pressures	 in	an	attempt	 to	dumb	down	our	 theology	
and	make	it	pink	and	fluffy	for	the	punters!	

It	 has	 always	 been	 the	 problem…..It	 is	 the	 tension	
between…	

The	God	of	infinite	and	abundant	grace	and	love,	love	
for	enemies,	 for	 the	stranger,	 for	 the	ritually	unclean	
and	the	infidel	and	the	unbeliever.	

AND	

The	sectarian	human	desire	to	form	a	closed	‘gang’	fit	
for	heaven.	

It	 runs	 through	 our	 scriptures,	 through	 the	 differing	
gospel	accounts	as	the	writers	retelling	of	Jesus	words	
vary	and	they	add	their	own	interpretations.	

It	 is	 emphasized	 in	Pauls	 early	 theology	 in	his	 letters	
as	 he	 struggles	 to	 unify	 the	 body	 of	 the	 faithful	 and	
form	 a	 resilient	 new	 identity	 for	 this	 people	 calling	
themselves	Christians.	

It	 reaches	 a	 climax	 in	 the	 inclusion	 of	 the	 Book	 of	
Revelation	 (written	 by	 an	 unknown	 author	 in	 the	 1st	
century)	in	the	canon	of	the	bible	where	we	can	be	in	
no	 doubt	 that	 heaven	 is	 reserved	 for	 the	 select	 few.	
But	in	the	16th	century	this	is	a	book	that	the	father	of	
the	reformation	Martin	Luther	called,	“neither	apostolic	
nor	prophetic".	

Before	 that	 this	 tension	 was	 evident	 in	 the	 medieval	
mystics	as	they	expressed	in	vivid	terms	the	God	of	love	
they	encountered.	Marguerite	Porete	in	the	14th	century	
would	prefer	 to	 be	 dammed	 than	 to	 be	 united	with	 a	
god	who	could	permit	such	a	thing	as	hell.	

I	am	in	agreement	with	her,	she	was	burned	at	the	stake	
as	a	heretic,	I	might	just	get		comments	at	the	door.	

	

	

There	 is	 a	 Russian	 story	 recounted	 in	 Dostoyevsky’s	
Brothers	 Karamazov	 that	 tells	 of	 the	 Virgins	 decent	
into	 Hell.	 In	 this	 story,	 the	 Mother	 of	 God	 asks	 the	
Archangel	Michael	to	show	her	the	torments	suffered	
by	 people	 who	 died	 as	 sinners.	 After	 witnessing	 the	
numerous	 tortures	 in	 hell,	 alloted	 according	 to	 the	
type	 of	 sin	 (somewhat	 like	 in	 Dante),	 she	 begins	
interceding	 for	 some	 reprieve	 for	 them,	 gradually	
gathering	 a	 larger	 and	 larger	 band	 of	 intercessors	
from	among	the	saints	and	angels,	and	finally	the	Lord	
relents	and	permits	them	relief	from	torment……	from	
Holy	Thursday	to	Pentecost,	each	year!		

If	 membership	 of	 the	 church	 triumphant	 in	 the	
heavenly	 realm	 meant	 that	 you	 had	 to	 leave	 your	
loved	ones	in	eternal	torment	would	you	go?	

• And	 would	 a	 God	 of	 infinite	 love	 and	
compassion	hear	your	petition	for	them	at	the	
pearly	gates?	

	

• And	what	of	those	you	don’t	love	but	like	and	
work	with,	would	you	plead	for	them?	

• And	 what	 of	 your	 enemies	 that	 ones	 that	
Jesus	taught	you	to	love,	would	you	plead	for	
them?	

• And	would	 a	 God	 of	 infinite	 compassion	 and	
unconditional	love	say	No?	

A	 god	 who	 separates	 the	 sheep	 from	 the	 goats	 and	
condemns	 the	 goats	 to	 torment	 is	 truly	 a	 god	 to	 be	
feared	not	loved.	

	



	

So	who	are	the	saints	and	what	is	their	reward?	

We	 are	 looking	 for	 an	 answer	 that	 is	 true	 to	 the	
nature	 of	 the	 God	 that	 we	 know	 in	 our	 hearts	 and	
worship	with	our	lives.	A	God	who	is	pure	Love….	Who	
embodies	for	us	the	unconditional	nature	of	that	love.	
This	 is	 a	 lens	 through	 which	 we	 read	 our	 scriptures	
and	our	liturgies,	the	rose	coloured	spectacles	that	we	
put	 on	 so	 that	 the	 unconditional	 love	we	 call	 God	 is	
highlighted.	

Who	are	the	saints?…	we	look	to	Jesus.	

They	 are	 those	who	 in	 any	 given	moment	 act	 out	 of	
that	which	is	God	within	them.	

	

• They	are	the	Good	Samaritan	
• They	are	the	compassionate	centurion	
• They	are	the	woman	at	the	well	
• They	 are	 the	 Muslim	 man	 who	 forgave	 his	

sons	killers		
• They	are	the	people	of	all	faiths	and	none	who	

work	 tirelessly	 all	 over	 the	 world	 for	 justice	
and	peace	

• They	 are	 those	 who	 ‘do	 the	 work	 of	 my	
Father’	

In	any	given	moment	the	saintly	action	is	available	to	
us	all	

• The	selfless	act	of	giving	
• The	compassionate	act	of	sharing	
• The	loving	act	of	hospitality	

Who	are	the	Saints?	

• They	 are	 those	 who	 weep	 now	 who	 are	
persecuted	for	others	now	

• They	 are	 the	 ones	who	 grieve	 now	who	 give	
up	their	riches	now	

• They	are	those	who	turn	the	other	cheek,	love	
their	 enemy	 and	 run	 after	 the	 robber	 with	
love	in	their	hearts	

Dear	God	may	we	be	 transformed	 to	be	counted	
among	the	saints.	

						********************************	

And	what	is	the	Reward?	

The	reward	is	Heaven	

And	where	is	heaven?	

Heaven	is	among	us	

Heaven	is	not	the	reward	for	the	action….	Heaven	
is	 the	 Action.	 Heaven	 is	 the	 presence	 of	
Forgiveness,	 compassion	 and	 love,	 we	 live	 in	
heaven	 as	 heaven	 is	 made	 manifest	 among	 us…	
this	is	Jesus	clear	teaching.	

This	 is	 the	 celebration	 of	 an	 All	 Saints	 Day	 that	
makes	sense	of	Gods	Nature.	

A	Celebration	not	of	the	chosen	holiest	few	

A	Celebration	not	of	exclusions,	selection	and	
division	

A	Celebrations	not	of	rewards	in	heaven	in	an	
economy	of	salvation.	

All	Saints	Day	

A	celebration	of	the	myriad	acts	of	God	given	love	
that	give	beauty	to	this	life,	performed	by	saints	

as	they	witness	to	heaven	on	earth	

A	celebration	of	inclusion,	as	the	saints	forgive	
again	and	again	and	reach	out	in	love	to	the	

unlovable	

A	celebration	of	God’s	presence	here	with	us,	as	
life	in	all	its	fullness	is	lived	abundantly.	

Amen	

	

	

	

	

	

I	could	not	find	and	image	for	
heaven	on	earth	that	reflected	
the	above	in	all	of	Google!!!!!	

Can	you???	

	


