
Is There Hope?? 

Jesus Is Presented in the Temple 

	

Luke 2:22-40 When the time came for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as 
holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to 
what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves 
or two young pigeons.’	
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying,	
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word: for my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory 
to your people Israel.’ 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him.  Then Simeon blessed them and said 
to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’	
 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with 
her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 
but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and 
day. At that moment, she came, and began to praise God 
and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished 
everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God 
was upon him.	
 
Here in our service this morning is an apparent 
mixture of messages. Jesus is presented at the 
Temple in our Gospel reading and the 
communion liturgy is focused on Care for the 
Environment. 
The Diocese have worked with the Christian 
ecological Group A Rocha to develop this liturgy  
 

 

 
and last Thursday (Feb 2nd) was 40 days from 
Christmas, the day that Mary would have come 
to the temple for purification (women in the 
Jewish faith were deemed to be ritually unclean 
for 40 days after a birth…. and although we 
may think this odd it does mean that she can’t 
cook, clean etc… so a good idea that some of 
our young mums might like to emulate!)	
The Gospel story tells us that in the temple 
Mary and Joseph meet Simeon and Anna. Both 
have been waiting all their lives for the ‘coming 
of the Messiah’… and this wasn’t just that sort 
of ‘waiting while getting on with other things’. 
This was a whole life dedicated to waiting. 

They are defined by this act of ‘waiting’ 
 

Defined by their HOPE 
 

Simeon and Anna are more than 2000 years 
dead and buried but their hope still moves us. 
The satisfaction of a ‘life fulfilled’, ‘a hope 
justified’ in the words of Simeon (The Nunc 
Dimities said at funerals)	
 

‘Master, now let your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word: 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 
Simeon and Anna are old, and beautiful news… 
but what of today, what of our hope, what can 
such resolute hope speak to our time of 
impending Dystopia and the loss of all hope. 

……………………………………………………….. 
I call this time one approaching dystopia, the 
opposite of a wonderful and joyful utopia, 
because that is what is the way many people 
have described this era. 
 

 
 

Our present age for all its wealth for the few 
has repeatedly been described as teetering on 
the edge of Armageddon.  

• The ongoing breakdown of society 
• The impending collapse of the 

ecosystems that sustain fragile human 
existence 

• The decline of the rule of Law and 
increase in tribal warfare and possibility 
of nuclear or biological devastation 

ALL JUST AROUND THE CORNER 



From the movies to documentaries and on to  
popular science we are confronted by the 
possibility of devastation! 
This is the cover of our recent BBC science 
magazine……. 
 

 
 
Inside it describes in matter of fact terms the 5 
ways in which we will bring about our own 
destruction 

• Synthetic viruses (3000 different strains 
for sale on the internet!) 

• Climate change 
• AI takeover (Not as far-fetched as you 

may think) 
• Nuclear apocalypse 
• Antibiotic resistance (The breeding of 

superbugs due to the overuse of 
antibiotics) 

•  

 
 

This may all sound rather depressing and I am 
sorry to load this on you before Sunday lunch. 
It may all seem like an overreaction…. but I can 
tell you that this is the ‘reality’ that our children 
and grandchildren live in.	(Fallout	3	video	game)		
	

 
 
They live with the insipid idea that ‘Human 
beings are the problem’. That we are akin to a 
virus on the planet multiplying out of control 

until it kills the host. They have lost Hope that 
we can be anything other than destroyers… 
From the film The Matrix 

 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IM1-
DQ2Wo_w 
 

HUMAN BEINGS ARE THE PROBLEM 
Is loss of Hope results in self-seeking 
materialism of epidemic proportions and blatant 
self-destruction through excessive consumption 
 

 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/20
10/jun/21/overconsumption-environment-
relationships-annie-leonard 
 

All because there is no longer any HOPE 
No hope in popular science 

No Hope in popular Art or culture 
 

Tracey Emin’s ‘Unmade Bed’ is, perhaps, an 
example of this loss of Hope. The physical 
remains of days of depression displayed as art. 
 

 
 



Beauty is laughable and naive, creativity and 
artistry pointless…. a waste of time?  
Everything is temporary, from Timber framed 
houses built on flood planes to excessive 
protection of the past with no vision for the 
long-term future.  
 

 
 
There is a crisis of purpose with a vale pulled 
down over our pain. 
 

Dare anyone ask ……. 
Why are you living? 

What are you building? 
 

In 1000yrs time will the people of this valley 
look back at the beautiful, hopeful things that 
we have made, that we have built, created… 
Will they look back and thank us for our legacy, 
and protect and cherish our contribution as we 
do that of 1000yrs ago? 
Even imagining that there will be people to look 
back in 1000yrs is hard for us now, so fully are 
we convinced of our destruction. 
 ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
There are people that say that science and 
religion should not, cannot mix. 
 

I Disagree 
Science has much to say to us about who we 
are and how we got here… it even has a lot to 
say about where we may end up, but science is 
a methodology not a meaning maker. Science 
gives us information… we have human 
imagination and meaning making that gives 
flesh to these factual bones. The meaning given 
to us by some scientists that have captured is 
epoch of impending disaster is convincing but it 
is just one way to read the facts, there are 
other voices… other voices that speak about the 
wonder of our empathy, the human species 
need for compassion, the incredible depth and 

breadth of human imagination and our need to 
touch. 
Try TED talks for an emerging story of 
positivity… 
This one on stress 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcGyVTAoXEU	
And this one to begin again to wonder and 
celebrate 
 

 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKyljukBE70 
	
Here	in	church	we	take	on	this	meaning	making…	this	
story	of	 our	 lives	with	 a	Christian	 story	of	 our	own…	
because	like	Simeon	and	Anna	against	all	the	odds	we	
choose	to	live	Hopefully.	
The	 greatest	 message	 of	 this	 Christmas	 season	 that	
has	just	ended	here	at	Candlemas	is	one	of	HOPE	
	

	
	
Because	 cruel	 and	 broken	 as	 we	 humans	 often	 are,	
foolish	and	 selfish	as	we	 surely	 are….	 the	message	 is	
that	we	are	worth	saving.	
	

	



	
The	story	that	fills	our	imagination	with	Hope																

is	one	that	says	that	God	can	‘live’	in	human	flesh	
That	you	and	I	are	capable	of	being																																											

filled	with	the	Spirit	of	God…	which,	is	as	we	
understand	it,	

	being	filled	with	UNCONDITIONAL	LOVE.	
The	message	is	that	we	can	be	so	much	more	than	

we	ever	thought	we	could	be,																																																														
that	we	can	be	more	compassionate,																																												

more	empathetic,	more	vulnerable	and	hospitable	
than	we	have	ever	been.	

We	can	be	more	inventive,	more	creative																																								
and	more	generous.	

That	we	have	not	yet	finished	evolving	and	we	are	
no	longer	driven	by	survival	but	by	flourishing.	

	
In	 order	 for	 this	 story	 to	 become	 a	 reality	much	will	
have	to	be	sacrificed…	most	of	all	we	will	have	to	give	
up	our	 self-pity	and	depression.	We	will	have	 to	give	
up	our	addictions	and	our	comfort		
	

	
	
	

	
	
Yesterday	 in	 Codford	 we	 all	 experienced	 a	 tangible	
witness	to	that	hope….	Yes	the	ploughman’s	 lunch!	It	
raised	£600	,	well	done……		But	 it	was	so	much	more	
than	just	a	fundraiser.		
	
I	put	it	to	you	all	that	it	was	a	radical	and	

subversive	act	of	HOPE!!!	
	Look	at	what	we	were	doing….	hospitality,	empathy,	
generosity,	 fellowship,	 intergenerational	 community,	
creativity	 (the	 puddings!),	 hard	 work	 and	 shared	
achievement.	All	these	things	as	a	witness	to	a	way	of	
being	human,	values	that	will	save	us….	

A	Community	of	Hope.	
Here	in	our	churches	we	live	in	Hope	and	

• We	 say	 no	 to	 the	 tribalism	 that	 fear	
engenders	

• We	 say	 no	 to	 rampant	 consumerism	 that	
despair	produces	

• We	 seek	 our	 pleasures	 in	 community	 and	
charity,	service	and	generosity	
	

We	model	Hopeful	compassionate	living	
BECAUSE	we	believe	something	incredible	

We	believe	that	each	Human	life	is	a	gift	of	God					
and	has	the	potential	to	be	filled	with																																																	

the	love	that	is	God	and	that	gift	in	turn	becomes	a	
gift	for	all	creation.	

Amen	
	

	


