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Minutes of the Team Council Meeting of the Upper Wylye Valley Team held on Monday 5th June 
2017 in the Fane Hall, Corton at 7.00pm 
 
Present: Revd. Allison Morley (Chairman), Richard Southwell (Vice Chair), Felicity McLellan 
(Secretary), Zaria Gaydon, Revd. Anne Bennett-Shaw, Elizabeth Pottow, June Butchart, Revd. Jayne 
Buckle, Graham Connellan, John Acworth, David Shaw, Ali Tebbs 
 
Apologies: Bridget Lorimer, Gill Boxall, Revd. Clifford Stride, Penny Atkin-Berry, Katherine 
Venning, Tina Sitwell, Carola Puddy 
 
1. The Minutes of the meeting on 20th February 2017 had been circulated before the meeting, were 

agreed and signed. 
 
2. Matters arising: GC asked when the contact list that BJ is producing would be ready.  He       
      felt it had taken far too long and is needed.  AM said BJ was working on it and she would  
      check with him to see when it would be ready. 
 
3. Rector’s Report:  AM said she did not have a report as such but various items to go through. 

She had received a letter from Tearfund to thank her for the £1.125 raised in the Team from the 
sponsored rice and beans five day famine.  AM said she would do it again next year.   
We have been through another PCC annual meeting season and various things to raise. 
 
1. When the church wardens have completed the count for the quota, she would like the forms 

given to her and she will send them all off together.  FM to email all churchwardens to tell 
them this. 

2. She showed everyone a document that Susanna Maitland had produced for Boyton & Corton 
PCC, showing all the services in the church for the last 3 years.  She asked if each church 
could produce this.  FM to email Susannah and ask for the template for the other church 
wardens. 

3. It is imperative that we publicize everything we do within the Team, as much as possible. 
4. ZG and Stephen Oxlade are producing a new website, alongside the existing one but it cannot 

be seen at the moment, hopefully, by the end of July it will replace the existing one and will 
be much more up to date with lots of photos and videos of people involved with the Team 
and things happening in the team.  ZG is going to a lot of the services and taking photos 
where possible.  AM explained what the new website would look like with pages for 
Weddings and Funerals to try and encourage people to use our churches more.  ZG asked all 
church wardens and clergy. to send her a photo and small piece about themselves for the 
website. 
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5. The service rotas to November had been sent out to all church wardens and AM asked if 
everyone was happy with the few changes.  RS said he had not seen them and they should be 
sent to the PCC Secretaries who would pass them to all PCC members for comment. FM to 
send them out on Wednesday.  AM explained it is only Codford St Mary, Heytesbury and 
Tytherington that have any changes. 

6. AM would like a list from every PCC of the chalice assistants in their churches. 
7. AM reminded everyone about the Valley Walk on Saturday 24th June starting from Codford 

St Mary at 9.00am 
4. Deanery: There was a Deanery meeting on 17th May at Bourton School and EP said it was a very 

enjoyable social evening.  Revd Pauline Reid started with a service.  There were displays from 
some of the parishes, showing what they do, which was interesting.  The Chairman, Robert 
Schuler gave a short talk on the structure of the Church of England and how the Deanery Synod 
fitted into that structure. The Treasurer spoke about the share receipt from parishes for this year.  
RS said they are looking for a Secretary. 

 
5. Health & Safety and Safeguarding:  A report from Sue Bray and Judy Cooper was circulated.  

AM reported that Gill Boxall and Bridget Lorimer of the church wardens have done their training 
and said it was very interesting. 

 
6. Team Treasurer: The report had been circulated.  GC said the treasurers meet 3 times a year.  

They set the budget for the following year each August/September.  At the end of each quarter 
the costs are shared amongst the 8 Parishes.  Heytesbury had complained that their share was too 
high.  The % is worked out by population and was last done in 2009.  It was suggested it should 
be worked on the number on each church electoral roll but AM did not think that would give a 
fair division and wants to try and increase the number of people on the rolls but this would not be 
encouraged by the PCC’s if these figures were used.  It is something that must be discussed at 
PCC meetings and then brought back to the Team Council if necessary. 
The budget has gone up 30% in 3 years but this is partly due to the fact we now have 2 
stipendiary clergy.  It pays for Team & clergy expenses and the Team Secretary, which takes 
65% of the budget. GC explained that the Team used to pay for the bibles given at Baptisms but 
now each PCC pays for them. 
Codford and Heytesbury give bibles to their school leavers and the PCCs pay for them.  Sutton 
Veny school would like to do this as well but the PCC would have to agree to pay.  This was left 
with AM.  Presentation labels to go inside the school leavers bibles were discussed and it was 
agreed to leave this with the individual PCC’s to sort out. 
 

7. Reports:  
1. Family Group: Report was circulated. RS said that Messy Church desperately needs more 

volunteers to help.  The next one is on Father’s Day and a picnic with games is planned.   
There was very good feedback on the Easter Experience.  There are 4 different experiences 
available – Advent, Easter, Pentecost and Harvest and AM said a different one would be done 
every year.  The schools are very keen and it will be discussed at PCC meetings. 
Open the Book is to start at Sutton Veny School. 
AT said Musical Toddlers on a Friday morning in Upton Lovell Village Hall works very 
well.  They have funds at the moment because they received £272 from Waitrose and £250 
from the quiz night, but they would have to do more fund raising in the future. 
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AM has spoken to all PCC’s concerned about Junior Church, they are all in favour and it will 
be discussed further at July meetings to finalise and advertise.  This will be held during 
Parish Communion. 
 

2. Worship Group: Report was circulated.  Communion at Family Services is to be discussed at 
relevant PCCs.  Heytesbury do not want it at their Family Services. 
The special services need to be discussed and decide what works and doesn’t work so these 
can be picked up the following year, i.e. the palms availability for Palm Sunday. 
Any church that has an idea for a service, take it to the worship group. 
 

3. LPA’s: Report was circulated.  Maureen Allchin is to come and give a talk after the October 
Team Service on 5th Sunday in Sutton Veny on ‘getting to know you’. 
AT said the LPAs are not happy about being expected to visit regular church goers and 
discuss their spiritual life.  They do not feel this is the role of an LPA to but to visit for 
general support and friendship.  AM said this would have to be discussed further at the LPA 
meeting.  AM wants to know who LPAs are visiting and when, she has asked before and this 
is not happening, it is important so she doesn’t visit the same people and others don’t get left 
out. 
DS said it is important to distinguish between the valley action and LPA rolls. 
 

8. Church wardens: June is the new church warden for Boyton and Corton.  Annabel Elliott has 
retired in Sutton Veny.  All others remain the same.  There were no matters raised by church 
wardens present. 

 
9. Graveyard notice:  AM circulated the new graveyard notice and said she would like it displayed 

at the entrance to churchyards.  After much discussion, it was agreed that no one would read it 
there but it would go on each church noticeboard. The new graveyard leaflet is to be given to 
families when visited by clergy before a funeral.  They will also be available in churches. 

 
10. Church collections: AM said it had been suggested that part of a funeral collection should go to 

the church and the remainder to charity but the meeting did not agree, so it was left as it was.  
FM said it is important that all funeral collections go through the church books and then a cheque 
is sent to undertakers made out to the required charity, this was agreed. 

 
11. No other business was forthcoming. 

 
Meeting closed at 9.00pm 
 
Secretary: 
Felicity McLellan 
 
 
Signed:                                                                                       Date: 

 
 


