
Nicodemus comes at night 

 

John 3 
3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a 
leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus[a] by night and 
said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God; for no one can do these signs 
that you do apart from the presence of God.’  3 Jesus 
answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born from 
above.’[b] 4 Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be 
born after having grown old? Can one enter a second 
time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ 5 Jesus 
answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.[c] 7 Do not be astonished that 
I said to you, “You[d] must be born from above.”[e]8 The 
wind[f] blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound 
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.’ 9 Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things 
be?’ 10 Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, 
and yet you do not understand these things? 

11 ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and 
testify to what we have seen; yet you[g] do not receive 
our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things 
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, 
the Son of Man.[h] 14 And just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life.[i] 

16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. 

17 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are 
not condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in 
the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the 

judgement, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and 
do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not 
be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true come to 
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds 
have been done in God.’[j] 

Does your faith make sense? 

Nicodemus is a man of learning in the Jewish faith who 

comes to Jesus for answers. Maybe he has heard Jesus 

and is wanting to ask questions but doesn’t want to do 

it in front of a crowd for fear of looking foolish…… He 

has come to Jesus at night for answers. 

Jesus does not give him straight answers, or logical 

ones. On other occasions with other people he does… 

but Nicodemus is a learned mind with a rational brain 

and to him Jesus talks in metaphor and stimulates his 

imagination…. Like being ‘born again’…. 

 

This passage could be used as an excuse for us and the 

church to avoid answering rational questions about our 

faith… to say that all that is needed is ‘blind faith’…. 

There could be an implication that somehow people 

will catch the faith, that it sweeps upon us either in a 

moment or a life time of church attendance…. Faith in 

Jesus is ‘caught not taught’ we say….  

But is that true? Is that enough? Our churches are not 

full, our faith is shrinking, Is it time that we took the 

questions of rational people seriously? 

I have spoken in this church at our celebration of our 

foundation stone in 1866 about the great rational 

explosion that happened before and around that time 

called the Enlightenment. There was, all through the 

19th century, a mass exodus from belief in God. The 

formation of secular societies and the great middle 

class shift all across Europe from theism to atheism. 
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Thomas Hardy later in that century wrote his poem 

entitled, Gods Funeral saying that…’This man created 

deity we famed we could no longer keep alive’. Three 

great philosophies at the time attacked the 

foundations of Christian Belief.  

Evolution,  

 

Darwin’s theory of evolution undermined a literal 

belief in the creation stories in the bible and in doing 

this exposed other areas of the text to scrutiny. 

 Psychology  

 

Freuds description of the subconscious and 

psychological theory described belief in God as 

immature paternal wish fulfilment. 

Communism. 

 

Marx attempted to envisage a society devoid of a ruling 

class ordained by God. 

 

Churches such as this one here in Sutton Veny were 

built in defiance of this loss of faith. All over the country 

devout Victorians were proclaiming the faith to 

emptying churches trying to turn back the tide… they 

did not succeed.……. 

 

The bubble had burst. 

• The world was not created in 7 days 

• Belief in a father God was a childish prop for 

the psyche 

• Religious hierarchies were a symbol of 

oppression. 

Over the last 200yrs belief in God has become non-

sense.  Whether or not people used to come to church 

… and we have evidence from this valley that 

attendance has never been high … in society at large 

before the enlightenment people believed 

They Believed 

That God existed 

That God created the world 

That God gave us morals laws and administered final 

judgement 

That God ordained Kings and the social hierarchy 

Whether people came to church or not this was the 

social ‘sea’ in which they swam. 



Now Modern man (the enlightenment is called the 

modern age) Knows… 

God does not exist 

God did not create the world 

God is not the basis of our morality or our judge 

God does not uphold the crown or state. 

(Interestingly in a court of law today you don’t need to 

swear on the bible you can read a personal declaration 

instead) 

We live in a secular society and we in the church now 

make no sense! People have absolutely no idea what 

we are talking about! Our language is so alien, We talk 

about…. 

‘Christ enthroned on the cross’ about ‘Christs sacrifice 

for our sins’ about the ‘redemption of the cross’ 

Christmas festivities people can just about engage with 

Easter is mainly non-sense. Some rational people (of a 

younger generation) are even offended that we have 

an instrument of torture as our symbol of faith… ‘isn’t 

it a bit sick’. 

 

………………………………………………………………………. 

It is time for the Church, for us … to wake up to this 

challenge and to answer the questions thrown at us. 

This doesn’t mean just dumbing down the language, or 

simplifying the doctrines. It means beginning our 

encounter with Christ all over again in a whole new 

way. It means starting where we are with the questions 

people have and deciding that some things are more 

important than others and some liturgies are more 

relevant than others….. Because if we truly believe that 

we have a treasure to share we need to speak so that 

we can be understood. 

BECAUSE… in this modern, secular society, rational 

people’s lives are withering for lack of God. We are 

slaves to the tyranny of commerce and worship the 

gods of celebrity. 

 

At the end of our lives, a hospice chaplain friend told 

me, people ask the same type of questions. 

Who and I? 

Will I continue to exist? 

Did I do what I was supposed to do? 

What has been the meaning of my life? 

The Nicodemus’s of this world, the rational people, 

come to us for answers in the night time of their lives. 

With Jesus in our hearts and on our lips, we speak in 

stories and word pictures. We speak of just what we 

know, without orthodox language and creeds. 

Repeating the theologies and faith statements of the 

past will not do. Every bible story we offer children 

needs reinterpretation for our postmodern times… 

every word we speak in church needs examination to 

see if its offensive, ridiculous or misleading. 

(I sometimes think that the worst thing is services on 

the radio when churchy language invades my secular 

world and sounds completely bazaar) 

Meeting others, and our own struggles… for we too are 

people of this secular age… with words and actions that 

paint a picture of the mystery God in whom we find 

meaning for our lives. 

This is God who insists, 

who calls and lays claim upon us 

God who sustains and is part of creation, the very 

breath of life 

God who through Jesus shows ethics based on 

radical forgiveness, hospitality and self-sacrifice. 

God who is not above us as king, but beside us, 

within us, as spirit and is the water of Life 

AMEN 

 


