
SERMON FOR CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS 2016 
Texts: Isaiah 52:7-10 

Hebrews 1.1-4 
John 1.1-14 

 
First, a very happy Christmas to you all, and may it be a time of love and laughter, joy 

and peace for you and yours, wherever they may be. 
 
Did you go to a nativity play this year? They don’t seem to be as common as when I was 

young (and yes, I too have been the Virgin Mary). Is there any truth in the superstition that 
whatever part you play in the school nativity, you grow up like that character?  In one school 
nativity play, the teacher told the children: “I want you to look at the doll lying in the manger, 
imagine it’s baby Jesus, and then say whatever you think people usually do say when they see 
a little baby for the first time.” So one child looked at the doll, turned to the audience, and 
said loudly “My, isn’t he just like his dad!” 

  
And of course he was right. Paul tells us that Jesus is the image of God, and that when we 

have seen him, we have seen God so we know what God is like. That is mind-blowing – that 
the all-powerful creator of our immense, expanding world with its  galaxies, nebulae, planets, 
black holes, comets, all the vast and dazzling array of creation….. took the risk of becoming 
human, and being born, as a helpless baby, to a Jewish teenager, to show us exactly how God 
loves us. What a risk! What a gift!  

 
Why should God love us at all? – especially after the way we have neglected or denied 

him, and the way we have treated his beautiful creation? It is because he created us. You who 
are parents, do you remember the overwhelming feeling when your new-born baby was put 
into your arms, and your own child smiled at you? The world shifted on its axis. But as 
children grow up, they may stay close to you and loving…..or they may not. And it’s the 
same for God. He gave us free will, and many have chosen to ignore him, deny him and go 
their own sweet way. And the whole story of the Bible is the epic tale of God’s efforts to win 
back the first loving relationship with his creatures. It tells how he chose one people, the 
Jews, to learn that there is one God for the whole earth who cares for us, and that he wants us 
to live in love and harmony together and to love him. But they took little notice. He sent them 
prophets to warn them of the cost of not loving, and that, if they didn’t, then God had a plan 
to do something about it – a plan to reconcile us to God, to re-open the door to heaven, to 
restore our loving relationship with Him. Still they didn’t turn to Him. So Jesus’ birth fulfils 
that plan – God came to earth himself, to show us exactly what divine love looks like and 
how we can model our lives on him. And doesn’t that make you feel giddy – “The maker of 
the stars and sea, become a child on earth, for me”? 

 
And don’t be misled by beautiful paintings of a clean and tidy stable with adoring 

animals, richly robed kings and everyone worshipping together. Jesus arrived into a harsh and 
threatening world – an impoverished state under foreign occupation, governed by a corrupt 
and cruel ruler, with religious leaders more concerned for their own position that in guiding 
the people.  A land troubled by frequent rebellions brutally put down, where thieves and 
bandits roamed the open roads – an environment of danger and cruelty, a violent society. And 
he soon became a refugee, fleeing to Egypt from the jealous anger of Herod. 

 
Does that sound familiar? What’s new today! When we watch the news from Aleppo, 

Berlin, Yemen, Ukraine, South Sudan – when we read of the rise of extreme right-wing and 



xenophobic parties all over Europe, when oil magnates are appointed to manage climate 
change  and businessmen to head up the diplomatic service, doesn’t our heart sink? The rise 
of hate speech, violence against women and minorities –  sometimes it feels as if we are all 
going to hell in a handcart. What has a transcendent God to say to all this? 

 
It’s the wrong question. God doesn’t say anything, he acts. He comes into our situation 

and suffers and strives among us. Because of his crucifixion and resurrection Jesus could say 
“I am with you always, to the end of time”. He is here, very much in our Communion tonight 
but not only here. He works with us every day – with all who care for the less fortunate, who 
negotiate for ceasefires and peace agreements, with all of us who love and care for others. He 
agonises with those in pain, in distress, in despair – he is here in the midst of the muck and 
bullets. He works constantly to rescue situations, to turn disasters around, to make things 
better. How often have you said “Well it could have been so much worse”. That’s God’s 
rescuing power at work! 

 
So however bad the situation, God is here with us, Emmanuel, working actively to heal 

and to rescue - and he calls us to work with him, to work for the renewing of the creation and 
the fulfilment of the Kingdom of peace and justice. That’s what began in Bethlehem on the 
first Christmas night, and is still going on. 

 
There’s a verse of O little Town of Bethlehem which we hardly ever sing, and I’ll end 

with it now. 
 
Where children pure and happy pray to the blessed child, 
Where misery cries out to thee, Son of the mother mild, 
Where charity stands watching, and faith holds wide the door, 
The dark night breaks, the glory wakes, and Christmas comes once more. 
 
May your Christmas be blessed, and may we all recognise the presence of the Christ-child 

with us tonight and every day of our lives, Amen 
 
 
 


