
Jesus Calls the 
First Disciples 

 
18	As	he	walked	by	the	Sea	of	Galilee,	he	saw	two	brothers,	Simon,	
who	is	called	Peter,	and	Andrew	his	brother,	casting	a	net	into	the	
lake—for	they	were	fishermen.	19	And	he	said	to	them,	‘Follow	me,	
and	I	will	make	you	fish	for	people.’	20	Immediately	they	left	their	
nets	and	followed	him.	21	As	he	went	from	there,	he	saw	two	other	
brothers,	James	son	of	Zebedee	and	his	brother	John,	in	the	boat	
with	 their	 father	 Zebedee,	 mending	 their	 nets,	 and	 he	 called	
them.	22	Immediately	 they	 left	 the	 boat	 and	 their	 father,	 and	
followed	him.	

The	calling	of	the	first	disciples	 is	 the	story	related	 in	
this	morning’s	 Gospel	 reading.	 They	 are	 being	 called	
out	 of	 their	 religious	 norms,	 out	 of	 their	 lives…	 to	
follow	a	new	a	way	that	they	could	barely	understand	
and	may	never	fully	achieve.		

There	 was	 a	 nice	 sermon	 written,	 but	 events	 have	
overtaken	it!	

On	 Friday	 the	 whole	 world	 witnessed	 Christianity	 at	
its	 worst,	 spoken	 loud	 and	 clear	 from	 the	 steps	 of	
Capitol	Hill	and	for	those	of	you	who	missed	it	the	gist	
of	it	was	this…	

	

America….	the	Gods	nation	will	be	great	again	and	
God	will	PROTECT	America,	because	in	‘God	we	Trust’.	

God….	the	God	of	America	is	on	their	side.	

	

The	Rabbi	who	gave	the	first	blessing	quoted	the	
psalms	and	Gods	protection	of	Zion,	

 

	

	

	

The	Evangelical	son	of	Billy	Graham	spoke	of	the	rain	
as	Gods’	blessing	and	called	on	the	‘name	of	Jesus’	
and	The	Black	bishop	Wayne	T	Jackson	blessed	the	

president…..	

…..	with	the	words	of	the	civil	rights	activist	and	
Gospel	singer	Mahalia	Jackson.																																														

(Singing	at	Martin	Luther	Kings	Funeral	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riu5ZaY2k2A	)	

	

What	a	mess….	scripture,	prayers,	the	whole	thing	like	
some	kind	of	confused	self-seeking	prayer	meeting,	as	
Americas	 religious	 leaders	 and	 TV	 evangelists	 jostled	
to	claim	the	word	of	god	and	the	authority	of	Jesus	to	
bless	 a	 political	 ideology	 and	 rampant	 patriotism….	
What	 a	 mess…	 as	 the	 beatitudes	 were	 used	 to	
endorse	a	regime	that	has	already	denied	the	voice	of	
minorities	 and	 those	 seeking	 civil	 rights,	 the	 care	 of	
creation	and	the	liberties	of	all	sexual	orientations.			

This	 is	 the	 witness	 to	 our	 Christian	 faith	 that	 was	
broadcast	around	the	world…	

AND	WE	WONDER	WHY	PEOPLE	IN	THIS	COUNTRY	
DON’T	COME	TO	CHURCH!	

All	 of	 our	 moving	 around	 of	 pews,	 opening	 up	 our	
welcome	and	reaching	out	in	service	is	overshadowed	
by	images	of	God	that	revile	compassionate	intelligent	
people	worldwide.	

People	don’t	come	to	church	because	they	are	bright	
enough	 to	 make	 the	 very	 right	 decision	 that	 this	
muscular	sectarian	‘god	of	the	nation’s’,	so	blatantly	
paraded	on	Friday,	is	not	worthy	of	praise.		

Rabbi Hier also led a prayer. "Bless President 
Donald J. Trump and America our great 

nation," said Hier."Guide us to remember the 
words of the Psalmist, "Who may dwell on 

your holy mountain? One who does what is 
right and speaks the truth."   "Bless all of our 

allies around the world who share our beliefs. 

Detroit pastor Bishop Wayne T. Jackson. 
“Donald Trump is an example of someone who 

has been blessed by God,” Jackson told the 
Conservative Chronicle. “Look at his homes, 
businesses, his wife and his jet. You don’t get 

those things unless you have the favour of God.” 



I	have	looked	for	a	response	from	the	Anglican	church	
and	or	any	moderate	church	leaders	to	this	misuse	of	
Christianity,	 and	 some	may	 begin	 to	 appear,	 but	 for	
those	 who	 look	 at	 the	 church	 from	 the	 outside	 any	
voice	of	difference	will	be	seen	as	marginal.	

WE	have	a	PROBLEM,	

	It	 is	 a	 problem	 that	 is	 at	 the	 root	 of	 our	 Christian	
faith,	one	that	has	been	at	the	root	of	our	faith	since	
the	 radical	 teachings	 of	 Jesus	 first	 called	 those	
disciples	away	from	all	they	had	ever	known.	Because	
at	the	root	of	our	faith	we	have	a	choice	to	make	and	
one	 road	 leads	 to	 the	 steps	 of	 Capitol	 Hill	 and	 the	
other	 leads	 to	 marginalisation,	 humility	 and	 death.	
One	 is	 built	 on	 the	 Old	 Testament,	 the	 powerful	
sectarian	monotheism	of	the	Jewish	faith,	the	other	is	
bonded	to	a	humble	and	broken	man	on	a	cross.		

This	morning	as	we	gather	 in	worship	we	speak	both	
languages,	in	parts	of	our	liturgies	and	our	hymns	the	
God	 of	 Power	 and	 Might	 soothes	 our	 egos	 and	
protects	our	self-righteousness	……		

	

	

	

	

	

	

…..while	our	communion	week	after	week	is	an	act	of	
remembrance	 of	 a	 love	 unto	 death	 that	 cries	 out	
‘Father	forgive	them’.		

	

This	tension	between	languages	and	images	is	one	we	
are	used	to	in	church	as	we	censor	out	the	parts	of	the	
psalms	 that	 offend	 or	 the	 readings	 from	 Revelation	
that	 appal.	 But	 speeches	 such	 as	 Donald	 Trump’s	
which	pick	up	 the	 language	of	 the	god	of	power	and	
might	and	wrap	it	up	in	a	flag,	tip	the	balance	and	this	
god	 easily	 becomes	 all	 that	 people	 can	 see	 when	
confronted	with	much	of	our	worship.		

Our	psalms	 sound	 resonant	of	 this	 god	of	 protection	
and	violence	and	our	hymns	offering	salvation	sound	
like	 private	 entrances	 to	 a	 sacred	 club	 where	 the	
chosen	people	put	their	trust	in	god	in	return	for	that	
protection.	

WE	HAVE	A	PROBLEM….	

And	this	problem	is	theological,	public	and	personal.	

It	 is	 a	problem	 that	began	a	 long	 time	ago	when	 the	
canon	of	scripture	was	collated.		

	

Here	 in	 the	 bible	we	 have	 a	 predominance	 of	 books	
from	 the	 Jewish	 faith,	 scriptures	 that	 contain	 the	
teachings	 and	 stories	 out	 of	 which	 Christianity	
developed	 its	 claims	 to	 Jesus	 relationship	 with	 God.	
They	 are	 hugely	 important	 and	 deeply	 beautiful	 in	
part	but	when	we	read	 them	we	are	also	confronted	
by	 a	 picture	 of	 God	 ‘the	 protector	 of	 the	 chosen	
people’	par	excellence.	The	psalms,	the	prophets	and	
the	histories	all	speak	of	OUR	GOD	as	the	one	who	will	
protect	 and	 fight	 for	 His	 chosen	 people.	 Donald	
Trump’s	 administration	 draws	 its	 rhetoric	 from	 this	
place	 and	 it	 is	 the	 continuation	 of	 the	 ‘path	 of	 the	
muscular	 god’	 that	Christianity	has	walked	 for	nearly	
2000yrs.	 Constantine,	 the	 Crusades,	 the	 Inquisition,	
the	 Conquistadors,	 the	 British	 Empire	 all	 under	 the	
banner	of	 the	One	God,	 the	True	God	who	conquers,	
subdues	and	protects.		

(try	the	film	‘The	Mission’	for	a	deeply	challenging	and	
insightful	picture	of	the	paths	and	choices)	

	

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HU14R9hbUFc	

We	sung	this	morning…	‘For	thou	their	burden	
dost	remove,	and	break	the	tyrants	rod,	as	in	the	
day	when	Midian	fell	before	the	sword	of	God’.	
(Quoting	Isaiah)	and	prayed	in	the	collect	for	the	
Power	of	God.		



This	God	persists	because…	‘The	Bible	says	it,	I	believe	
it	and	that’s	the	end	of	it’.…		

And	let’s	be	honest……	

……this	is	the	path	of	least	resistance	for	us	all,	it	is	in	
our	human	nature	to	want	this,	the	ancient	longing	of	
Homo	sapiens	to	create	this	god.	This	is	the	path	that	
fuels	 our	 favourite	 sins,	 pride,	 greed,	 self-
righteousness…	 it	 is	 the	 answer	 to	 our	 worst	
nightmares	of	fear	and	loss.	God	Almighty	saving	us	is	
a	powerful	image,	not	just	for	world	leaders	but	for	us	
all.	 It	 is	 an	 image	 that	 soothes	us	 as	 it	 calls	 to	 a	 god	
who	 tends	 to	 our	 needs.	 The	 illusion	 of	 safely	 that	
Gods’	 strong	 hand	 gives,	 helps	 us	 to	 overcome	 our	
fears.	

	

But	at	what	cost?	

When	 we	 hear	 our	 own	 personal	 need	 for	 a	 god	 to	
protect	us	tied	to	a	political	ideology	we	shudder	and	
this	false	god	of	power	who	fights	for	us	is	exposed	for	
who	he	is.		

……………………………………………………………………………………	

In	 the	 canon	 of	 our	 bible	 is	 ‘hidden’	 another	 voice,	
sandwiched	 between	 the	 Old	 Testament	 and	 Pauls’	
complex	theology	of	salvation	and	the	terror	of	Johns’	
Revelation.	 It	 is	 the	 only	 voice	 that	 we	 purport	 to	
follow	the	voice	of	the	one	we	call	the	son	of	God…..		

	

God	 incarnate.	 Yet	 in	 2000	 years	 it	 is	 the	 voice	 that	
has	 been	 side-lined,	 overridden	 and	 even	 deemed	
heretical!	(see	The	Mission!!!!)	

To	the	God	of	power	and	might	this	voice,	the	voice	of	
the	 Son	 of	 God,	 adds	 a	 twist	 so	 radical	 that	 only	 a	
complete	change	of	path	is	possible.	

‘FOLLOW	ME’	JESUS	SAYS	

The	 followers	 of	 the	 sectarian	 God	 of	 the	 chosen	
people	ask,	‘who	is	my	neighbour?’	and	this	voice	says	
‘it	 is	 the	person	you	have	despised	and	 rejected,	 the	
Samaritan.	

The	 followers	 of	 the	 God	 of	 protection	 call	 out,	 ‘an	
eye	for	an	eye’	and	this	voice	whispers,	‘resist	not	evil,	
love	your	enemy	and	do	good	to	those	who	hate	you’	

	

The	 followers	 of	 the	God	 of	might	 say	 ‘Fight	 for	 us’	
and	this	voice	is	silent…	completely	silent	and	then	he	
is	taken	to	his	death	….	

The	 God	 revealed	 to	 us	 by	 the	 man	 we	 say	 we	
worship	 as	 God	 in	 human	 flesh	 is	 not	 the	 God	 of	
power	and	might	and	never	can	be.	

The	God	revealed	to	us	by	Jesus	will	not	feed	our	self-
righteousness,	will	not	protect	us,	or	fight	for	us.	

This	is	the	God	of	Jesus’	radical	new	path.	

It	 is	 the	Path	 that	 those	 first	 disciples	were	 called	 to	
follow…	 away	 from	 the	 images	 of	 the	 god	 of	 their	
heritage.	 They	 spent	 3yrs	 with	 Jesus	 trying	 to	 grasp	
this,	confused	and	resistant	as	we	also	are….	

	

……	Because	 it	 is	the	path	that	requires	of	us	a	death	
and	rebirth,	the	death	of	OUR	God	of	 judgement	and	
protection	 intervening	 in	 the	 world	 and	 the	 birth	 of	
THE	God	of	radical	Peace	and	Love	alive	within	us.	

Amen	


