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2 Timothy 3: 19-17 
 
Imagine the apostle Paul in prison. He has been arrested for preaching the gospel and, as a Roman 
citizen, is awaiting his right of appeal to the Emperor.  He faced an uncertain future. If his appeal 
was to be heard, what would the judgement be? 
Paul was aware of the state of the church at that time.  There was a second generation of Christians, 
the church was becoming more of an institution as it grew numerically. 
Heresies were already beginning to creep in, undermining the tremendous good news of salvation 
through Jesus and the awareness of the remarkable power of his Holy Spirit. Persecution by the 
Roman empire was on the horizon. 
Paul writes to Timothy, a young man who he has mentored, taken on a missionary journey and 
watched as he has grown into maturity and begun his own Christian ministry. At the back of Paul’s 
mind must have been these thoughts: would this be his last letter to Timothy? What should he say? 
The letter is actually full of love, hope and vision for the future. It’s worth reading it all and 
savouring its teaching and wisdom. It contains Paul’s first principles of leading a Christian life. 
So what are these principles? 
(1) Timothy is to hold on to the truth that was passed on to him by his Jewish mother and 
grandmother. 
(2) To be bold enough to preach the gospel faithfully even when doing so will be unpopular and 
could lead to persecution 
 (3) To fulfil every aspect of God’s call on his life. 
These directives were written specifically to Timothy but are for the benefit of all Christians. All of 
them have to do with the irreplaceable role of the Bible in our lives. On Bible Sunday this is worth 
considering. 
So we’ll consider 2 aspects of Paul’s teaching about the importance of Scripture. 
(I acknowledge that discussions are to be had about what we mean by the authority of Scripture, 
how we interpret and understand it….but here I am taking these verses simply at ‘face value’..) 
Firstly, we need to remember that for Paul and Timothy ‘Scripture’ meant the Old Testament.  As 
Christians we have the continuation of the story in the New Testament. Jesus frequently quoted 
scripture in his teaching. 
(1) Firstly, scripture is essential for salvation. Without the gospels how would we know of God’s 
love in sending his Son Jesus? How would we know of his life, ministry, death and resurrection and 
what that means for us? The Gospel writers and Paul himself, witness to God’s revelation of himself 
through Jesus and require a response from us. 
(2) Secondly, Paul insists that scripture is indispensable for our growth and development as 
Christians. 
When we hear the Bible being read or read it ourselves, it’s tempting to respond by how it makes us 
feel. We like some OT stories and Jesus’ parables and the wonderful language of the psalms. Do we 
simply discard the parts which are difficult to understand, or make us feel uncomfortable, or 
challenge our assumptions about ourselves and our world? 



OR do we do the hard work of wrestling with what we read, by reflecting, reading and studying to 
discover what God is trying to say to us. As any teacher knows, asking questions can be a first step 
to learning and growth. 
If we are prepared to do this, to put in the effort, then says Paul, we will not be distracted or led 
astray but be faithful to God’s truth and stay on his path for our lives,  inspired by the Holy Spirit 
and ‘equipped for good works.’ 
 
We have a rich and privileged heritage in our country which is often sadly ignored. 
Parts of the Bible were first translated from Latin into English in the 14th century. In the 1530s, 
William Tyndale was the first scholar to translate the Bible into English from the original Hebrew 
and Greek. However, he was forced into exile, imprisoned and eventually executed. But his purpose 
was clear. As he said to a ‘learned man,’  ‘..if God spare my life ere many years, I will cause a boy 
that driveth a plough shall know more of the scriptures than thou dost!’ 
Tyndale had begun a revolution and most of his work was later incorporated into the King James 
Bible. By 1539, the Bible was read aloud in English every Sunday, and all clergy were directed by 
Thomas Cromwell to have an English Bible placed in a prominent place in parish churches for 
parishioners to read for themselves.  Suddenly illiterate farm labourers in this village could hear the 
gospel and understand it, while the educated had the opportunity to read it for themselves in this 
church. Imagine what must that have been like for them!   
Today in Britain, we have access to the work of good biblical scholars, teachers to help us and 
modern translations from original languages to help us read, mark and learn. 
I wonder...would Paul be reminding us today to hold fast to the truth of God’s word in scripture? 
Not to have ‘itching ears’ and be led astray?   
This truth was passed on to Timothy by his mother and grandmother.  He passed it on to others 
through his ministry. When we take scripture to heart, we want to pass on its message, and in the 
Upper Wyle valley we can do this through Open the Book and Messy church. As individuals, too, 
let us pay attention to Scripture so that we can grow in our faith and pass it on to our families and 
friends. 
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