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John Chapter 21 

 
Every Sunday we celebrate the day of resurrection by re-enacting the last supper where Jesus 
turned the ordinary common Passover meal into something special by what he said and did.  I 
think the same thing happened at that ordinary everyday breakfast on the seashore. 
  
The first thing that I noticed when I read through the passage from John’s Gospel was the 
familiarity.  It wasn’t because I had read the passage many times before but because the scene 
seemed to ring bells with me.  Where I wondered had I heard or read about Jesus meeting the 
disciples on the seashore?, of fruitless nights fishing and of casting of nets.  Then it struck me 
that this is where it all began.  Hadn’t Jesus called the disciples to follow him whilst they were 
washing their nets on the shore of the very same lake?   
 
Hadn’t Jesus told those same dejected fishermen before to cast out their nets? and had they 
not returned to the shore on that occasion too with their nets laden down with fish, so many that 
the nets were in danger of tearing.  
 
The disciples of Jesus had come full circle.  They were back were they started three years 
previously?   
 
Does it ring any bells with you for a different reason?   
 
Do we not sometimes find ourselves back where we started dejected and despondent?   
 
Peter and the disciples were in a similar situation faced by many today when a devastating life 
changing event suddenly appears to bring the world crashing down around them.  The 
excitement and promise of a future ministry with Jesus had suddenly come to an end with his 
crucifixion and they had returned home and back to their former life.   
 
I think this passage from John’s Gospel is so often overlooked.  For me it is one of the most 
powerful passages of the whole bible which speaks about personal redemption and the grace 
and forgiveness of God.  It goes to the heart of the Church’s teaching of the unmerited 
forgiveness from a loving father that forgives and forgets; allows us a second chance and 
restores us.  How many of us can honestly say we have never made mistakes that places us in 
Peter’s shoes?  
 
how many people do we know who are burdened and weighed down with guilt and remorse so 
that they cannot forgive themselves and move on?  
 
Reflecting on this passage and Peter’s experience I find that there is a message of hope for all 
of us and all who find themselves back where we started. 
     
John doesn’t tell us what the disciples were thinking about as they fished in vain that night but 
the fact that they had so quickly returned to their old way of life so soon after the death and 
resurrection of their Lord tells us that their character and feelings are not dissimilar to our own 
at times.  They had seen the risen Lord, but they had no real purpose and no idea of what to do 
next.  So, they returned to the safety of the place and life they knew best.   We too so often 
seek the safety and security of the familiar in the face of rejection and failure.   Sadly, for some 
that may be back to a life of crime and drugs. 
 
As dawn was breaking there was no prospect of the disciples feeling positive about the coming 
day or the future.  They had been up all night, the fishing was poor, and they were tired.  Life 
with Jesus had been full and exciting, perhaps a little dangerous at times but never boring.   
 



On the water alone with their thoughts and fears for the future, the dark must have emphasised 
their sense of isolation and their nets a metaphor for their empty lives.  Had not Jesus filled 
those nets and lives before and was he not there on the shore to do it again.  The disciples 
were only a short distance from land, and it was normal for someone from the shore to guide 
the fishermen where to cast their nets.   
 
There was a special message for Peter that morning and I think this is where Jesus speaks to 
each one of us today.  As the disciples eat their breakfast prepared by Jesus, I wonder what 
Peter thought and what memories came back to him as he warmed his hands before the fire on 
the beach and looked into the eyes of Jesus.  Was there a feeling in Peter that he had been 
here before? 
 
Now in the echo of his calling from Jesus on this same shore and the bitter and painful memory 
of his denial before the fire in the Palace courtyard, Jesus was to help Peter put behind him the 
past with all its shame and guilt and start again. And what better place to do it than where it all 
began.   In later life as Peter reflected on the past, I hope that he not only remembered the  
time of his denial of Jesus but also the breakfast with the risen lord on the seashore and the 
conversation that followed that turned an ordinary breakfast to something special.   
 
Peter wasn’t sick but he needed to be healed.  When Jesus took Peter to one side, he saw in 
him the redeemed Peter, the perfected Peter and the potential of Peter as the leader of the 
future church.  And this Jesus sees in each one of us, the potential of what we can be.   
 
Do you love me? Jesus, in three questions drawing out three responses from Peter healed 
Peter of all that had gone before.  The awfulness of the betrayal the night before Jesus died is 
swept away.  The memory of that fateful night is still there but the awfulness of the betrayal is 
transformed.  Sometimes slowly and sometimes painfully, Jesus heals our painful memories 
too.  
 
Three times Peter denied Jesus and three times Jesus asked Peter to affirm that he loves him.     
 
Jesus had forgiven Peter.  I am sure that a lot of people share Peter’s experience in our broken 
world.   Every morning when Peter heard the cockerel crow, he probably felt sick with guilt.  
Jesus helped Peter to confront that guilt.  Jesus helped Peter search every corner of his life and 
renew his commitment.    He then offered him the chance to build something positive from it 
with the commission and new responsibility to care and lead the flock of God’s own people.  As 
we all know Christian commitment isn’t to a vague theory or principal but to a God who calls us 
to a practical life of service 
 
Peter is renewed and restored; he can start afresh and put the past behind him.  However bleak 
the future looks life can begin again with Jesus.   
 
Fortunately, not everyone will experience bitter disappointments that leave them feeling that 
their lives have turned full circle and they are back where they started.  But for those who have, 
Peter’s experience not least his breakfast with Jesus on the seashore will give them fresh hope 
because the very theme of the New Testament is that Jesus saves and does not crush the 
weak.  
 
Let us Pray Heavenly father as we thank you for the example of Peter and the disciples and 
their lives that so often reflect our own struggles to get things right.  We pray that you may help 
us, and all burdened with shame and guilt to rebuild their lives.  We pray that we may help and 
encourage those who have made mistakes to put their past behind them and move as you 
restored Peter.  Amen    


