
Epiphany 3      psalm 33: 1-12 
Ecclesiastes 3: 1-11     1 Peter 1: 3-12 
 
417 Father in whom we live   
201 Can we by searching find out God 
299 From glory to glory advancing 
152 Now is eternal life, if risen with Christ we stand 
 
You probably know the reading from Ecclesiastes quite well, as 
it is sometimes read at memorial services. The topics are 
interesting: some of the subjects are life or death events, but 
some are social or domestic matters: A time to keep silence, 
and a time to speak is very good advice. But ‘a time to throw 
away stones, and a time to gather stones together’  isn’t a 
problem most of us confront. But you can imagine how 
important that might be in the life of Bedouins and other 
migratory people, who need to keep out wild animals, or find 
the right small stone for sling-shot. What caught my attention 
was the last verse: God has put a sense of past and future into 
our minds, yet we cannot find out what God has done from 
the beginning to the end.  
 
Can you get your head round the extent of space beyond our 
own galaxy; or of eternity? Time, in human understanding, 
must have started somewhere, and the book of Genesis 
expresses it like this: In the beginning God created heaven 
and earth. Proverbs 8 talks of the mystery of the Trinity, with 
the presence of the Holy Spirit.  The Lord created me at the 
beginning of his work... Ages ago I was set up, at the first, 
before the beginning of the earth. So maybe that is looking 
slightly further into the past than the Big Bang. 
 

The Bible revealed God’s name to us when he spoke to Moses 
from the burning bush: “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you 
are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” I am 
is not looking at a time-line, any more than our own name 
would.  It is expressing God’s presence. And Jesus himself, 
when teaching within the Temple precincts, argues with the 
Jews who accuse him of possessing a demon: I declare what I 
have seen in the Father’s presence. Jesus says that he has 
been in the Father’s presence: I declare what I have seen in 
the Father’s presence; but as for you, you should do what 
you have heard from the Father. The life we live, the truth 
that we declare is valid when we have heard it from the Father 
through the Holy Spirit, through prayer, through the words of 
Scripture. That discussion with the Jews ends when Jesus talks 
of Abraham: Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would 
see my day; he saw it and was glad. Then the Jews said to 
him, “You are not yet 50 years old, and have you seen 
Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, 
before Abraham was, I am” (Jn 8:48). We could be confused 
by the use of the tense: past and present both together: before 
Abraham was, I am. The discussion had started with one of 
the great I am sayings of Jesus that we find in the gospel of 
John: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness but will have the light of life. 
Matthew, in today’s gospel reading, says the people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light. The light of Christ. 
 
God has put a sense of past and future into our minds, yet 
we cannot find out what God has done from the beginning 
to the end. 
 



Like Genesis, St John’s gospel looks backwards in time, if 
indeed it is possible to separate ‘time’ from eternity: In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. (the ‘Word’ and ‘God’ are both separate 
and united.) He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him .. what has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The 
light shines in the darkness... 
We truly come alive when we have the Spirit of God within us, 
which can dispel the darkness of despair, can comfort and 
reassure us, can give us hope for the future, and fill us with joy. 
 
And if we look at tonight’s passage from Peter’s first letter, we 
hear that God has given us a new birth into a living hope ... 
into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven. Our new birth into a living hope 
comes through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. It is that resurrection that breaks the barrier of time; the 
resurrection cancels out death, which defines us, and enables us 
to enter into the life of eternity, which is the life of God. 
 
We cannot find out what God has done from the beginning 
to the end, as the writer of Ecclesiastes puts it. And we will 
probably fail to grasp the concept of when ‘time’ began, or 
didn’t begin. And through our faith, we have some concept of 
eternity. Eternity is life with God. God has put a sense of past 
and future into our minds. We can look backwards and 
forwards in time. We can probably understand how life begins. 
We live in the ‘here and now’, and that is where God meets us. 
I AM WHO I AM.   It is not a case of ‘you will come to know 
me’. We can know God now, through faith, and without having 
to worry about past or future. We live in the present. We are 

here, now. As Descartes expressed it: ‘Je pense, donc je suis.’ 
Or Cogito, ergo sum. It’s never actually bothered me to 
wonder whether I exist or not: the answer seems so obvious. 
God has put a sense of past and future into our minds. And 
it is faith in Christ that brings us to God through the 
resurrection life to which we are all invited. Our hope is for 
eternal life with God. Death is cancelled out. Time is of no 
significance if we can become one with God in his kingdom.  


