
Lent 1        Psalm 50: 1-15 
Deut 6: 4-9, 16-end         Luke 15: 1-10 
 
536 O God of Bethel, by whose hand 358 
532 O for a closer walk with God 351(4vv) 
589 The King of love my shepherd is 497 
96 Jesu, lover of my soul 263 
 
Jesus is such a good story-teller, and the story of the lost 
sheep must be one of our favourites.  It’s a story to illustrate 
God’s care for each one of us, and is set in the context of the 
two verses which come first: All the tax collectors and 
sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying 
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”   
 

We know what the Jews thought about tax collectors who 
worked for the hated Romans. You remember Zacchaeus,  
the rich tax collector who climbed a tree to see Jesus pass by, 
and after he welcomed Jesus to  his home he said: if I have 
cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times 
the amount. We may not be tax collectors, but we all fit into 
the category of sinners. And there we would be, listening to 
Jesus, who might tell us that we are sinners, but would also 
show that God loves us all the same. As far as the scribes and 
Pharisees were concerned, they thought they were the only 
people that God loved, because they kept every jot and tittle 
of the law. And they were expert at judging others. One of 
my commentaries tells of the mindset of strict Jews: There is 
joy in heaven over one sinner who is obliterated before 
God.  They credit God with vengeance, who hates not just 
the sin, but also the sinner. The parable of the lost sheep tells 
us completely the opposite. There is more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous 
persons who need no repentance.  There is a very nice 

comment in another commentary: it is interesting to note 
with what confidence Jesus speaks of things that happen 
in heaven. He knows God well enough to know what will 
make him happy. 
 

We’ve just sung ‘the King of love my shepherd is’: a 
metrical setting of psalm 23, of which the first verse is :The 
Lord is my shepherd, therefore can I lack nothing. v.3 of 
the hymn goes beyond the psalm, for it says: “Perverse and 
foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me, and on his 
shoulder gently laid, and home rejoicing brought me.” That 
is the parable of the Lost Sheep woven into the psalm. 
 

The scribes and Pharisees  had the whole of the OT to study, 
but they didn’t always come up with the right message. Deut 
32 says: ‘vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord. 
but it goes on to say that the Lord will have compassion on 
his servants. Psalm 50 says that God will judge his people 
but then tells us to call upon him in the time of trouble. 
God asks for the thanksgiving of his people, whom he refers 
to as his faithful ones, rather than his ‘legally justified 
people.  
 

We must Love the Lord with all our heart, and with all 
our soul, and with all our might. We must not keep this 
message to ourselves, but must recite it to our children, 
and talk about it when we are at home and when we are 
away, when we lie down and when we rise, an instruction 
as current today as it was centuries before the time of Jesus. 
And if we fail, as we surely will, the story of the lost sheep 
will remind us that we are not on our own: that Jesus will 
find us, if we let him, and there will be joy in heaven when 
we turn to God again.  


