
Zoom Service 9/8/20 Matthew 14: 22-33 Jesus walking on water 

I hope you can all see the picture I have up on my Computer screen I will try and hold it steady for you 
whilst I talk.  The water seems very inviting at the moment and most of us would love to be peter in the 
cool water of the Lake but if you have ever been to galilee you will know how stormy and choppy the sea 
or lake can get when the wind blows. 

If most of us came across this picture in a gallery we would immediately think of the passage from 
Matthew’s Gospel.  The account of Jesus walking on water.  Remember our Gospel reading today and 
reflect on the picture.  How has the artist interrupted the story.   

• He or she has depicted the water as choppy we can see plenty of white at the top of the deep bluey 
-green waves,  

• the fishing boat in the distance is leaning over  
• we can see the frightened expressions of the other disciples in the boat. 
• Peter has sunk to his waste and his arm is outstretched towards Jesus. 
• Jesus has grasped Peter’s hand with his left hand but what of Jesus right hand  
• With his right hand you can just about see that Jesus reassuring holds on the Peter’s elbow. 
• A double hold just to reassure Peter he holds him fast and firm, he will not sink.  
• Jesus’ face is calm and untroubled but I am not sure how the artist intends us to see how Peter is 

feeling.  It does not look like a frightened or anxious face it appears to me to reflect a loving and 
trusting face; perhaps relief that Jesus has answered peter’s prayer of a fraction of a second offered 
up in a moment of terror.   

• I recall when I fell from a ladder whilst stretching to cut a tall shrub; in a fraction of second I fell 
through the roof of a glass green house but before I reached the ground I did manage to offer up a 
prayer.  Had it not happened I would never have believed that there would be sufficient time to 
pray and realise what could be the consequence.   

 
From the story from Matthews Gospel we know that: 

• Jesus went off alone to pray.   
• The Disciples were sent off in the boat to the other side of the lake. 
• The wind had got up and the boat was being battered by the waves.  The very same experience I 

had when crossing Lake Galilee in a traditional fishing boat. 
• Jesus came to the disciples walking on the water. 
• The disciples were afraid, there is no mention of the disciples praying. 
• Have you ever wondered why Peter wanted Jesus to command him to come to him?  I don’t think 

that was ever Jesus intention, but it must have meant something to Peter and was important to 
him.  Perhaps to prove something to himself or to the other disciples.  We will never know.   

• What is the message from the story 
 
There is an important message from this story and neither of them involve the miracle of walking on water. 
 

1. In the hour of the disciples’ need Jesus came to them.  When the wind got up and life was a 
struggle Jesus was there to help.  No sooner had a need arisen then Jesus was there to help and to 
save; in fact he was coming to them before we are told that the Disciples were afraid.  As I said 
There is no mention of the disciples praying, or shouting for Jesus or calling for help. 

 There are times in life when we feel overwhelmed and life is a desperate struggle, 
• With ourselves 
• Our circumstances 
• Our temptations 
• Our sorrows 



• Our decisions 
• The list is endless 

At such times we need never struggle alone because Jesus comes to us through the storms of life with 
hand outstretched to save, and with a clear calm voice telling us to take heart and have no fear.  Like Peter 
we have to trust that Jesus is there sharing in our troubles but bringing help and comfort. 
 
Empty cross 
We know that the storms of life do not always disappear or leave no lasting damage because the facts are 
that troubled times do sometimes leave behind destruction and take away loved ones.  But the saving 
action of Jesus ensures that we never face them alone and his spirit gives us the strength to deal with 
them.  This event in the disciples’ lives is a sign and a symbol of what he always does for his people when 
we are overwhelmed by the storms of life.  A patient at the hospital once said that they didn’t know how 
people without faith cope with a terminal illness; the truth is that those with a faith cope better.  They 
don’t survive with a miraculous healing but they do in the main have a peaceful death. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Heavenly father we thank you that during anxious and fearful times we can feel your presence with us.  
Strength with your presence all who are afraid.  Give them the reassurance that they face nothing on their 
own and unlike Peter they can’t achieve anything in their own strength but only through the strong arms of 
the Holy Trinity bearing us up.  We ask this through your Son Jesus Christ Amen   
 

 


