
 
Sin, Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
 
Nineteen years ago the western world lived in relative peace.  This all changed on the 11th 
September 2001. In the aftermath of the destruction of the World Trade Centres and the 
knowledge that so many had lost their lives, voices echoed around the world: 
 
"It couldn't be real." 
 
"It looked something like out of a horror film." 
 
"Unbelievable, unbearable, outrageous." 
 
"The world is not what it was 24 hours ago." 
 
All those faces, people like us; most were strangers but some we may have known. Friends gone 
and like us Jesus wept. It was a scene lived over and over again in television footage.  The plane 
coming in and people were there and a second later flames, and destruction, they are dust and 
ashes. Firm structures shook from the weight and collapsed into a billowing cloud so thick, those 
closest, who lived, said it was so dark "we thought we would be buried ," but it was the ash! 
Images of the ash ... the taste of harsh and persistent ash. 

Similarly in 2005 when London experienced the bombs on the underground and the bus, voices 
again echoed their horror.   In this part of the world, collectively we aren’t used to violence striking 
so close to home. We aren’t used to everyday fears of vulnerability and helplessness. We don't 
send our loved one's out into the world, as they do in some places of the world, wondering 
whether they will be coming home. 

What happened in 2001 and 2005 was wrong. We heard Christian communities saying it was 
wrong. We heard Muslims saying it was wrong. Why the innocent suffer is a great mystery to us, 
but we know that such violence totally goes against what God wants for us.  

Just as the current violence between Israel and Palestine, or that meted out by the Islamist 
Jihadists in Iraq and Syria, is not of the kind that is caused by some isolated injustice. But rather 
from the accumulation of the multifaceted and entangled unrighteousness of ALL THE NATIONS, 
especially those who have been involved directly or indirectly in the Middle East over many years.  

We grieve for those who pay the price of this accumulation of injustice, those who have turned 
their backs on the life-giving ways of God. We understand better why Moses grieved for the 
people's suffering ... or is it God grieving about the tragedy of the resulting Exile? We know about 
the tragedy of the Exile. Israel destroyed, the temple turned to rubble, a great city in flames, the 
best and the brightest either executed or sent into exile. A world turned completely upside down 
... a place of grief and rage. 

Despite our knowing that God’s love is an important healing factor, we still hear the harsh pitch of 
war fevered voices in vows of "broad and sustained retaliation without mercy." A great cloud of 
ash and dust is rising before us – especially when there are world leaders who deliberately "stoke 
anger and hatred, racism and distrust."  
 



In a perfect world there would be no need for forgiveness. But we know that our world is far from 
perfect! We go wrong and we do wrong! We hurt others by accident and we hurt others by 
intention.  We have wronged others and we have been wronged!! SIN and WRONG are part of the 
inevitable fabric of human life in a fallen world. And this is where forgiveness comes in as a value 
that matters. 
 
It’s at this point that the Lord’s Prayer is so important.  When we say it together or as individuals, 
we have to mean it or it’s pointless our repeating it.  “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.”  Forgiveness is something we all hope to receive from God, and it’s 
certainly something that he longs to give.  These words remind us that we are seeking God’s 
forgiveness for our own wrongdoings and it is also directly linked with our willingness to forgive 
others and also the way we treat those who may have offended us or mistreated us in some way. 
 
We may find forgiving others very difficult but I believe that there is hope for us and for the world.  
I once heard a lovely story about forgiveness.  One of the early desert fathers was learning about 
forgiveness.  “It’s a bit like teaching a child to do something.  The parent does it carefully a few 
times, then steps back and says, “Now, you show me.”  In the same way God forgives us and then 
steps back and says, “Now you show me how to forgive.” 
 
Of all of the virtues forgiveness must be one of the hardest to put into practice. Our hurts can run 
so deep and be so painful that somehow we need to justify them with both anger and hatred 
against those who caused them. But, you know, anger and hatred are the most destructive of 
emotions and actually lead to a heart never being at peace. 
 
If we don’t forgive any wrongdoing however unspeakable, our lives become smaller and smaller.  
We live a narrower life because we are unwilling to forgive another person.  But we have to ask 
ourselves, how do we forgive?  Well we need to recognise the true hurt and injustice that we have 
received.  C S Lewis made an important distinction between excusing and forgiving.  “If somebody 
jostles me accidentally and I drop my books, I excuse that – it didn’t hurt me that much and it was 
unintended.  However, if a person does something to injure me or my family and the hurt will go 
on hurting for years, I can’t excuse it.  I have only the option of forgiving or not forgiving.” 

Forgiveness does not mean having to like the person who hurts us. It simply means we have to let 
it go, release the heavy burden of anger, leave the past behind and look to a bright new day.  

Forgiveness is a process and we have to work at it.  The very act of forgiveness for ourselves or for 
others sets us free because we open our hearts to God and let him into our lives.   
 
God’s desire is to heal us, to hold us, to bind up our wounds.  God makes everything possible when 
we open the door by giving away the very thing we most want ourselves, love and acceptance, 
which communicates forgiveness.  Let us thank God for calling us to faithfulness and giving us the 
ability to love and forgive.     
 
So when we come to the Lord’s Prayer today, in preparation to receive communion, let us think 
about the words, their meanings and what exactly we are saying to God and let us mean what we 
say.  Amen 
 
 


