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Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.
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Merry Christmas and a 

Happy NewYear to all our readers

Seasons Greetings

Roger Hammond

Barnabas Wilson

Flora German Jon Royds

Child’s Christmas: 

Tara Stewart(aged 7)



T H E  D I A RY

PRayER GROuP
We pray daily. 

If you have any prayer requests,

please call Anne on 840339.
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CHERRy ORCHaRD SuRGERy
CHRISTMaS OPEnInG TIMES

Please note that the surgery will be

closing at 1.00pm on Christmas eve

Monday 23rd December 8am – 6.30pm

Tuesday 24th December 8am – 1.00pm

Wednesday 25th December closed

Thursday 26th December closed

Friday 27th December 8am – 6.30pm

Saturday 28th December closed

Sunday 29th December closed

Monday 30th December 8am – 6.30pm

Tuesday 31st December 8am – 6.30pm

Wednesday 1st January closed

Thursday 2nd January 8am – 6.30pm

Friday 3rd January 8am – 6.30pm

Dispensary is open from 8.30am – 12noon

and 2.30pm – 6pm on the days the surgery

is open as normal

Other pharmacy opening times in

the surrounding area can be found at

www.nhs.uk

For urgent medical assistance please dial

999 or 111 for advice

PaRISH nEwS
FunDRaISInG aPPEal

OCTOBER 2020 
CHaIRMan’S REPORT

We are delighted to announce that thanks

to the extraordinary generosity of our

readers and the efforts of a large number

of people who helped us distribute

envelopes, collect them and sort them,

the fundraising campaign raised

considerably more than we expected. 

       As a result, we can confirm that not

only is the production of the Parish News

safe for the whole of the coming year, we

confidently expect to be in a firm enough

financial position to look forward with

optimum to 2022.

With very many thanks to all.

David Shaw

Ginger Piggery Open from Dec 2nd.

Beauty Retreat 07568 574918

The Stable Wellness 

email: thestablewellness@gmail.com 

Eco thought for month
…

SMall CHanGE, BIG IMPaCT
FOR THE EnvIROnMEnT

Feed the birds

Homes are really important, and

God calls us to play our part in giving

nature a home too. Food is becoming

scarce for birds, and during winter, they

need some help. Over the next few

months, why not put some food out for

the birds, or even build a bird feeder,

and very soon you will be able to enjoy

watching all your feathered visitors as

they come to dine.

Any questions please do not

hesitate to contact me.      Trudy Hobson

EnD OF yEaR MESSaGE
FROM THE CHaIRMan

As the end of this extraordinary year

nears, I can report that the Parish News

has not only weathered the stresses and

strains of the months of pandemic but has,

itself, survived and has reportedly

contributed positively to the well-being of

many of its readers through these difficult

months. 

How else can we explain the amazing

reaction to our October appeal shown in

more detail elsewhere in this Christmas

Edition? We close the year in the black and

with more than sufficient funds to begin

2021 positively and through into 2022. 

       It gives me the proudest of pleasures

to pay tribute to, first, our current serving

Committee, all of whom have worked

tirelessly to keep the show on the

road, our distributors, our printers, our

advertisers (both those who stuck with us

and new ones who have joined this

autumn) and our readers and to wish them

all a very happy Christmas and a peaceful

and healthy New Year. Thank you.

       The New Year will see some changes

to the Committee and a new look Parish

News will follow. There is a lot to look

forward to but for now, have a very happy

Christmas! David Shaw

Stewart penny 
ServiceS

garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

weSton nurSerieS
corton 
nr warminSter
Ba12 0SZ
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
But when the set time had fully come,

God sent his Son, born of a woman,

born under the [Jewish] law, to

redeem those under the [Jewish] law,

that we might receive adoption to

sonship. Because you are his sons, God

sent the Spirit of his Son into our

hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba,

Father’. So you are no longer a slave,

but God’s child; and since you are his

child, God has made you also an heir.

Paul’s letter to the Christians in

Galatia, chapter 4 RH

NO artificial colourings or additives
w A healthier choice of Indian cuisine w

A36, Codford, Warminster, BA12 0JZ
Tel: 01985 850081/851260 Email:info@toran.co.uk

Wiltshire’s Premier Indian Restaurant and Takeaway

Think Indian; dine... 

Wren House
Residence for the Retired and Elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.

Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.

Mrs Lynn Boon, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BA12 8JF

Tel: 01985 212578
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MINISTRY LETTER

tension of waiting to the joy of Christ’s

birth. And you can’t abolish Christmas,

it will happen. Then in January we

remember the coming of the three kings,

the magi, to see Jesus, who was

described as the light to lighten all

peoples. Two great festivals, and many

opportunities for family gatherings, and

for extending hospitality more widely.

          But Christmas this year won’t be a

celebration for some people. They have

perhaps lost a member of the family or

endured illness or other pain. Some may

be on their own, perhaps for the first time

this Christmas. Take a mental scan of

your village – is there anyone who might

appreciate a friendly word, even an

invitation to a Christmas-tide meal? I know

for me, one bleak Christmas was

transformed by such an invitation. 

          Hope is one of the three great

Christian strengths, along with faith and

love. And Christian hope isn’t like “let’s

hope it doesn’t rain on our picnic”. It’s the

sure and confident expectation that God

is always with us, however dark the day,

and that “all shall be well”. We have

better things to look forward to and

meanwhile, good work to do. So, take a

“TiDinGS oF ComFoRT anD joy”

This is rather a discouraging time, isn’t it?

The dark evenings press in on us, the cold

seeps in, and we are not yet through our

month’s lockdown….and what will follow?

We are anxious about loved ones in

residential care, about employment,

about closure of pubs, especially our local

ones. We fret about mental health, partic-

ularly of young people and  students.

          But as we take a deep breath and

look around, there is so much that has not

changed. Schools are open, many people

are working, and others supported on fur-

lough. Nature continues her annual cycle,

and the autumn colours are spectacular.

Among the surviving roses and nasturtiums

in my garden, a camellia sasanqua shows

its delicate pink blooms. Our friends,

family members and neighbours are a

constant source of support and love –

relationships are what holds us together.

Even walking round the village is an

occasion for chance meetings,

conversations, friendships established or

strengthened.

          December is the season of

Advent, when we anticipate the coming of

Christ – culminating of course in the

Christmas celebration. We progress, in

spirit, from darkness to light, from the

deep breath and smile; give thanks for all

that we DO have; and look forward

confidently to better things to come. May

the festive season indeed bring you

comfort and joy.

Jane Shaw

Crib Service 5.00pm – 

Thursday 24th December 2020

As we are unable to have our individual

Church Crib Services this year due to

Covid-19, we have arranged a Zoom Crib

Service so that we can all join in together.

Please contact any members of the clergy

or Churchwardens for details of the link to

the Zoom invitation. As the story is told

the Nativity figures are normally placed in

the stable within our churches. If you

don’t have your own Nativity Set we have

provided a link to one for children to

colour and cut out so they can build their

own Nativity during the Crib Service.

Please feel free to copy the loose page

enclosed  as often as you wish, any size

you wish, and you can download the page

at madebyjoel.com We look forward to

seeing you at 5.00pm on Christmas Eve. 

          Jayne Buckles 

YOUNG VOICES

When it is warm and nice in Heytesbury, 

Everyone likes going to the Mill Pond and having a play in the water.

When it is cold and Misty, everyone cuddles up by the fire, 

And when it is lockdown all say ‘Hi’ on Zoom.

When it was warm in Lockdown

We all loved going for walks,

I went to the Mill Pond with my dog

And she splashed happily in the water.

Heytesbury is great to do lots of things

And having fun especially

Now that it is cold, you  know that Christmas is approaching.

I love the festive feeling when all the Christmas decorations go up.

Maya Stewart aged 9

Business Telecoms

Up to 50% cheaper than BT! 

● Cloud phone sytems·

● Phone lines

● Super-Fast Broadband·

● 30 day rolling contract

We are a local company 

specialising in innovative 

business telecoms solutions.

Contact us for our latest offers

01985 620133

admin@apptel.co.uk
WWW.APPTEL.CO.UK
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ANGLING NOTES

I went to our Test fishery recently to try

for grayling. The river is quite small and

very clear at this point. I found 9 grayling

in the limited area which I was able to

walk to. They were all big, old fish. There

was no sign of any juveniles. This was

much as I expected but what was

surprising was that I was not able to catch

any of them! Three other members fishing

for grayling on that day also failed to

catch a single fish. Grayling are usually

quite obliging but our Test fishery can be

difficult and it is not easy to explain why.

Is it the extremely clear water which

enables them to see the angler and

although they do not rush off they are

watching the predator on the bank?

I think that it is more likely to be

something to do with the weather and

barometric pressure; they are just not

feeding on this day.

          By contrast friends tell me that the

Avon has had a very successful recruit-

ment year for grayling and the river has

lots of fish of the year 0+ fish. I am not

able to explain why the two rivers should

be so different, the Test last spring looked

magnificent with plenty of water but no

flooding. It will be interesting to see how

many of this great crop of juveniles

survives to become 3+ or 4+ fish and what

growth rates are like. This is directly

relevant to the research which I wrote

about in my last notes and we may even

get some pointers as to what to expect by

next spring. The pleasing fact is that we

are starting out with a very large number

of juveniles and hopefully should end up

with a reasonable number of adults in

spite of climate change.

          I shall give the Test another try but

will spend more time watching the fish to

St Mary’s) where for his final appearance

he played  Sailing By; Hark the glad

sound; and Any dream will do. 

He played at almost all the churches

in the team, and made regular

appearances at Fisherton-de-la-Mare for

evensong. Guest appearances included

Larkhill for a memorial service,

St George’s RC for a christening, and

weddings at Hemington, and at Foxham,

where the music list included Parry’s I

was Glad, alongside music by Gilbert

and Sullivan, Brahms, and J.S.Bach. His

selection at St Mary’s for their Sunday

service on the centenary of the death of

Sullivan comprised: Oh Foolish Far, Tit

Willow, When a Wooer goes a-wooing;

Hushed was the evening hymn, and When

the foeman bares his steel.

He sometimes played music of a

more classical lineage: Mozart,

Beethoven, Schubert and Brahms featured

for the Women’s World Day of Prayer, and

he was generous with the list of music for

big occasions with 12 or 13 items. The

record was for his niece Tiggy’s wedding

with 14 pieces of music including, of

course, Sheep may safely graze.

Evensong at Heytesbury Station barn

in 1999 was something out of the

ordinary, and three years later he was

Will Collins told us, when we

first met, that he took over as organist

from Mrs Jameson as a temporary

measure in 1990. Contrary to his expecta-

tion, his innings lasted 27 years until

11.12.2016 when, at the age of 90, his

notebook says: ‘Fell and broke finger. Had

to give up playing!’ 

He left two notebooks with lists of

the music he played at each service, very

neatly written out. The occasional hymn

is mentioned, but what he enjoyed best

were songs from the shows, the words of

which were not exactly ecclesiastical! Oh

what a beautiful morning might be a

comment on the day in question, but not

so obviously: Lovely night, oh, night of

love, Smile upon our joys! from Tales of

Hoffman.

His notebook records his first Sunday

in January 1990 when he played at both

Codford St Mary and at Norton Bavant:

Barcarolle - Tales of Hoffman; O Star of

Eve - Tannhauser; Forgotten Dreams; and

Brightest and best of the sons of the

Morning. 

The menu for the following week at

Heytesbury was Chorus of the Hebrew

Slaves from Nabucco, and The Farmer’s

Boy  (both of which continued in his

repertoire until his last weeks at

WILL COLLINS: 27 years as  Organist  of  St  Mary ’s , Codford 

see if they are feeding before I cast to

them. We are heading towards the

wettest October on record so our rivers

may colour and bring fly fishing for

grayling to an end.

          What is almost assured now is that

spawning conditions for trout should be

good and we may even get the occasional

salmon up the Wylye.

          Only the house sparrows seem to

need my bird feeder at the moment.

There must still be plenty of food out

there for other species. R M

playing on Codford playing field for the

festivities for the Queen’s Golden Jubilee,

for which his carefully chosen programme

was: Rose of England, Elizabethan

serenade and Rule Britannia. 

His talents also including performing

on the accordion, which he played at

St Mary’s  on 26.4.92: How great thou art,

and Telephone to Glory which includes the

line “you may talk to Jesus on his royal

telephone”.  

Two of his favourites, The Farmer’s

Boy and Percy Grainger’s English Country

Gardens, were included in the selection

of cheerful music played at his funeral.

A suitable send-off. KV



have appreciated the ‘ping’ and to then

read the message “yippee Mr Snail was to

blame” with photo attached of ‘Mr Snail’.

Somehow and we are not sure how, but a

snail had got himself into the most

awkward and difficult location within the

pipes mechanics and was stopping the

seed from coming out the end of the pipe.

With that conundrum solved and Robert

happy to have found an explanation he

could now continue with a drill working to

its full capacity. Unfortunately, he (and

we) will have the frustration of watching

the crops grow with a gap until harvest

next year.

With winter now upon us the cows

will all be coming inside: the meadow

ground will be wet and muddy, the grass

will have little nutrition so it is far better

for them to be in warm barns with fresh

silage and hard food daily, clean beds and

cared for under close inspection by our

dairy team who have worked tirelessly

this year throughout uncertain times with

a normal routine having to carry on, virus

or no virus. As 2020 ends we would like to

thank our staff for their commitment and

hard work and we wish the readers of the

Upper Wylye Valley Parish News a safe,

happy Christmas and brighter 2021 from

us all ‘down on the farm’. Kit Pottow

As Autumn moves aside for Winter we can

breathe a sigh of relief as this planting

season has proven to be a more

traditional one as the final crops were

drilled by the beginning of November,

unlike last year when only a small

percentage of what needed drilling was in

the ground by December and left us with

the prospect of a lot of Spring drilling.

For the more astute and those with

a trained eye you may notice that in some

of the fields as the crops appear there is

a line missing – 200 acres had been drilled

and appeared out of the ground before a

rather baffled Robert was aware of this.

He did the obvious checks, was the seed

rate wrong (his maths as a rule is good),

was there a fault with the drill, was it just

his over sensitive eye looking for a fault

in his drilling? It was a conundrum men-

tioned on more than one occasion at

home and was obviously causing much

concern, well to him anyway.

The drill has several pipes on it

which the seed feeds through. All seemed

well with the pipes; however while doing

further maintenance on the drill a

message on the family What’s app pinged

early one morning; not sure how much

Jamie who is currently living and working

in Canada and 5 hours behind us would

D O W N  O N  T H E  F A R M

TURBO’S DOG BLOG; THE RUN-UP TO CHRISTMAS

cloak and witch’s hat and when the door-

bell rang, he raced around the side of the

house yelling and holding a torch under his

chin. There were no children to be seen

anywhere but the Pizza deliveryman who

had come to the wrong house turned tail

and disappeared never to be seen again. 

          The Guvnor went off to the

opticians just before the November

lockdown and came back having secured a

good deal - three pairs of glasses for the

price of one. He then popped into the

pharmacy and came out with a large bag

of prescriptions and, because he had

achieved so much, queued at Reeves to

treat the two of them to a freshly baked

lunch. Recounting all this trivia to his

granddaughter, who is confined to her

lodgings at university because a housemate

had tested positive, she said: “I don’t

know what old people are coming to these

days; it’s all about specs, and drugs and

sausage rolls”.

          This last year has been a disaster

for so many and, while it is all very

unsettling and upsetting, the Guvnor and

his wife are old enough to remember that

Doris Day knew a thing or two way back in

1956 when she sang: 
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I love the extreme optimism of the phrase

‘run-up’ when what we really mean is the

slow and dreary flog through another

month of lockdown towards a Christmas

that will, whatever happens, be like no

other we have ever experienced. Being a

selfish, but practical old dog I don’t mind.

My bed will remain by the radiator, my bin

full of food and the tin replenished with

marrow-bone rolls. There is something

reassuring about keeping our horizons

narrow and our lives simple and, of course,

keeping well that all helps buoy the spirits

and lift morale.

          Hallowe’en came and went, and

more quietly than usual. It can be

embarrassing as I remember a few years

ago the Guvnor’s wife, daughter and

granddaughter had gone off ‘trick or

treating’ leaving me at home in the

Guvnor’s care. He dressed up in a black

A Joke

The vicar and his wife had left for a

conference abroad, forgetting to give

instructions for the banner which was to

decorate the hall at the Christmas Carol

concert, the following weekend.

The Secretary of the Mothers'

Union was astonished to receive a

telegram from France which simply read:

UNTO US A SON IS BORN. NINE FEET LONG

AND THREE FEET WIDE. REV AND MRS

JOHNSTON.

RH

BARTERS PLANT CENTRE

OPEN for

CHRISTMAS TREES
from 25 November

BY APPOINTMENT

Please phone

01373 832694

or visit

www.barters.co.uk
for further details

When I grew up and fell in love

I asked my sweetheart what lies ahead;

Will we have rainbows, day after day?

Here's what my sweetheart said’:

“Que serà, serà,

Whatever will be, will be -

The future’s not ours to see;

Que serà, serà - what will be, will be.”

          

          It can only be better in 2021, don’t

you think? Doris Day might know but today,

at least, I aim to be magnificent.



from Albany Bridge to Codford Station.

Percy Bundy the Codford shepherd

remembers the night they almost shot a

Home Guard sergeant when they were by

the signal box and heard someone getting

closer and closer. Percy shouted “Who

goes there” three times and got no reply.

He then aimed his rifle and shouted “I’ve

got one up the spout, I’m gonna drive it

into you” then Percy Harvey shouted “It’s

me Percy.” Percy responded “My God

Percy, you’re lucky, I could’a shot you,

that’s what we’re here for!” 

Towards Chitterne there was an

ammunition dump guarded by the

Americans, the ewes grazed amongst the

ammunition. While Percy was on the

hillside tending sheep every day, a sentry

shouted “Halt” and when Percy kept on

moving threatened to fill him with lead.

Percy’s response “You’ll want that bloody

lead mate where you’re are going,

without filling me up with it.” His

Commanding Officer arrived to calm

L O C A L  H I S T O R Y

CAroL At tHe miLk BAr,
Codford CirCA WWii

Based on information supplied by Gordon

Norris the son of the Codford baker.

Gordon was born in Codford in 1931, he

was eight years old when war was

declared and vividly remembers his

wartime childhood

Carol was an Austrian in the British

Army in Codford during WWII. Before he

could be demobilised in England he had to

first find work - he worked mornings in

Norris’s family Bakery in Codford High

Street. In the afternoon he would amuse

himself by making his own speciality milk

loaves and fancy bread rolls, some

platted and some shaped like little men.

Carol hated Hitler, he called him a ‘little

shikkelgruber’; he would pick up one of

his little bread men and say ‘this to

Hitler’ before pulling off its head and

eating it. 

Mr Sparey was a farmer with a milk

round who owned the Codford Milk Bar, he

offered Carol the job of manager. When

Gordon’s sister Dulcie became very ill

Carol sent her one of his strawberry

milkshakes every day.

Carol sold Gordon his army jack

knife for a half-penny. He would take out

his wallet and show him a photograph of

his son Rudy who was about Gordon’s age

and still living in Austria. After the war

was over Rudy came to Codford to be with

his father, Gordon says the local boys

found it difficult to bond with Rudy, who

was the product of a very different

environment. 

Gordon believes that in gratitude

to the Sparey’s, Carol changed his

surname to Sparey and that Rudy was

educated at Lord Weymouth’s Grammar

School in Warminster.  

Romy Wyeth 
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Codford Home GuArd

The Codford Home Guard consisted in the

main of young men either too young to be

called up or in reserved occupations such

as farming. Captain Guy Woods who lived

in Chitterne Road was the Commanding

officer. They drilled and did map reading

Wednesday evenings and Sundays from

9am until noon then finished up at the

pub. They practiced firing and throwing

grenades on the Mere ranges.

There was a degree of friendly

rivalry between the Home Guard sections

in nearby villages. Ron Sutton worked as

a dairyman, milking the cows, delivering

the milk and making the butter for John

and Mary Sparey at the Milk Bar. Ron was

shot by a rubber bullet when the Codford

Home Guard ‘invaded’ Chitterne three

miles away.

The Home Guard would go up onto

Codford Circle to watch out for planes or

parachutists from 9pm until 6am. Then go

back to the village to go to work. They

also guarded the Viaduct at Sherrington,

six men with a corporal in charge doing

two hours on and four off. There were old

shepherd’s huts at both locations. They

would work two-hour shifts guarding the

railway, patrolled along the line in pairs

things down and explained he was a young

un who had only arrived a day or two

earlier and would be leaving soon. Percy

asked if he was going where they could

get rid of some lead and was answered in

the affirmative.

A supper provided by E.J Butcher

of Warminster was held at the Woolstores

to mark the standing down of the Codford

Home Guard on 8th March 1945. Among

the thanks to those who had aided the

Home Guard was mention of Mr Bailey

who  in the early days had kept the

weapons in good and clean condition. 

Romy Wyeth 



A  G O O D  R E A D

tHe SALt PAtH
and tHe WiLd SiLeNCe 

by Raynor Winn

These two books are so apt at the

moment. Raynor Winn and her husband

were made homeless in Wales, and lost

everything: their farm, their possessions

and their home. All through helping a

friend with some money.

Her husband MOTH was diagnosed

with CBD (a rare brain disease,

corticobasal degeneration) and given 6

months to live. They were left with some

clothes, tent sleeping bag and back

packs. Friends offered them beds until

the council had a house available, which

could be at least 6 months. By that time

she felt Moss would be dead.

She being a lover of the natural

world decided that he needed exercise

and fresh air and this was the only way to

go, to help Moss with his health. So they

decided to walk the footpaths from Poole

to Lands End.  It is a gripping story of how

the earth and wildness helped them. Who

they met along the route and how people

treated them as tramps.

The Wild Silence is a continuation with

them readjusting to life with friends and

their family of one daughter and two

sons, and how by writing their story she

tries to help Moss gain his memory back.

The CBD and slight dementia was

beginning to drag him down. He cannot

remember much of where they went or

who they met. 

She used his daily notes scribbled

in their guide book, and how they were

helped by The Big Issue.

I will not go any further or it will

spoil the ending.  If indeed it is an

ending.

ABS

tHe BoY,  tHe moLe,  tHe foX
ANd tHe HorSe

by Charlie Mackesy

Looking for a last minute Christmas

present for a youngster or even a fussy

adult, then may I recommend this piece

of literature.

In  simplistic terms and especially

during this turbulent time, this is a book

that will bring people together. Charlie

Mackesy’s amazing inspirational paintings

and calligraphic text celebrate compas-

sion, kindness and understanding, which

conveys an essential messages for our

time (You did read that correctly

calligraphic text, the only print is a title

page and the back cover. In essence this
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D I D  YO U  K N OW …

We should be very proud of our little bit

of fan vaulting above the screen to the

Hungerford Chapel in the north transept

of SS Peter and Paul. It belongs to the last

flowering of the Gothic style of church

architecture from the late 14th to the

early 16th century, the Perpendicular,

when the ribs of a vault had ceased to

perform a structural function and instead

became a delicate ornamental riot of

intersecting tracery and pendants.

Supreme examples of the style are

Gloucester Cathedral, the Henry VII

chapel in Westminster Abbey, St George’s

Chapel, Windsor and King’s College

Chapel,Cambridge.

Chris Beharrell

is a hand written book).

Mackesy is a former ‘Spectator’

cartoonist whose beautiful tender

illustrations have become an online

phenomenon. His finest artwork has been

gathered together in this beautifully

produced book to treasure forever and

which is a real reminder of the need for

love and compassion in a world suffused

with hatred and ignorance.

The boy, the mole the fox and the

horse are four friends who share a series

of conversations. Mackesy shows

conversations involving universal truth

and rich wisdom from the mouths of his

characters. In simplistic terms this book

is a study of friendship and is the perfect

gift for those closest to you.           

RC

photo of fan vaulting by Sarah Buttenshaw

JEREMY COLTMAN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Are your investments reviewed regularly,
and are you making the best returns for
your money in the most tax efficient way? 

Do you know the rules on  pensions/
drawdown and the best way to draw your
pension with tax efficiency in mind?

Do you know what tax your estate might
pay with inheritance tax, and how to
reduce this? 

You insure your dog, house contents and
mobile phone so why not the most
valuable thing in your life, yourself?

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please give me a call

M:07976 398194•E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk•www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

  DAVIS &

  LATCHAM
YOUR INDEPENDENT

LOCAL ESTATE AGENT

WITH EXPERIENCE

SPANNING FIVE DECADES

43 Market Place Warminster

Wilts BA12 9AZ

(01985) 846985

www.davislatcham.co.uk

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 

Behaviour Consultations, Dog

Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc
(Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277      
Mob: 07806779749

celiacallanpuppyschool@hotmail.com
www.doggietraining.co.uk

www.puppyschool.co.uk

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor
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HEyTESBuRy

The war memorial that stands in the

churchyard by the High Street in Heytes-

bury is greatly enhanced by the beautiful

bed of rich red roses on either side. This

carefully tended garden of remembrance

displays the most lovely poppy-red blooms

from spring through to November and is

still flowering on Remembrance Day. 

          We owe this nurturing to Barbara

Oates and Peter Sincock who give of their

time and expertise to present this offering

to all those in our village who died in

worldwide conflict. 

          Thank you to both of you

          

With the darker evenings we are now

closing Heytesbury church a bit earlier on

Sundays. Please note the following change:

Sunday 1pm - 4 pm    No change on

Thursdays which stays at 9am - 1pm

V I L L AG E  N E W S

BoyTon anD CoRTon CuTTinGS

Hopefully we will soon have a village

website. Please send your ideas as to what

you would like to see on this website to

Kirstie at kirstielh@btinternet.com.

          Lockdown sees many villagers

walking the Corton circuit and the

discussion is ‘which way do you go’, clock-

wise or anti-clockwise? Nearly everyone

has a favourite way that they always go.

Why? Is it habit or hills?

          Remember that Boyton church is

open every Wednesday, a peaceful oasis.

          Despite the second lockdown, it

was possible to hold our village act of

remembrance at the war memorial on 11th

November, observing social distancing.

nEW Play EquiPmEnT PRojECT

FoR HEyTESBuRy 

At a recent meeting of the Parish Council

it was announced that grant funding had

been secured to enable new equipment to

be purchased for the parish play area. 

The Earnest and Marjorie Fudge Trust has

provided £5000 and Wiltshire Council

Warminster Community Area Board has

agreed the sum of £2500. 

          A further £2500 is to be raised

locally to enable a small project of £10,000

to be put together, which will improve the

play experience for local children. 

          The play area was installed in 2011

and the wooden trim trail is beginning to

show its age, some pieces have needed

to be repaired in recent years so some

new additional pieces will improve the

experience for all. 

          Councillor Vanessa Sturmey,

Chairman of the Outside Spaces working

Group, who will meet and consider what

equipment to purchase, will carry out local

consultation to find out what might be

suitable, she said “it is hoped with the new

funding secured something new and excit-

ing can be provided for the young people

in our community.”

          Heather Parks, Clerk,

Heytesbury, Imber & Knook Parish Council.
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to work for the Army who loves its dogs.

Ours came to the office and had a walk at

mid-day, brilliant for them and for me too.

Nature of course does not shut down;

migration is a time of great activity. Our

Summer visitors leave and Winter

travellers arrive from the North. However

cold we find it here it is very attractive to

the thousands of wildfowl who fly down to

overwinter. It is not just geese and swans

but fieldfare, redwing, crossbill and

brambling all flocking in to feed on the

wealth of hedgerow fruits and berries.

          Our Sherrington Ghouls had to keep

a low profile this year. We missed the

crowd of fantastic make-up and costumes

V I L L AG E  N E W S

F O A M & FEATHER
Made to Measure Cushions

● Three piece suites ● Campervans ● Caravans ● Boats ●

● Mattresses ● Occasional Chairs ● Protective Packaging ●

Please call me to discuss dimensions and pricing

T: 01985 840422  M: 07974 193776
E: chaiselongues@yahoo.co.uk  W: Kevinthomasupholstery.co.uk

GRIFFIN’S GARAGE
• Servicing & Repairs • Diagnostics

• MOT’s (also arranged for trucks)

• Breakdown & Recovery Service

• Onsite & Mobile Service

• Cars • Vans • Plant •Trailers • Machinery

• Collection & Delivery Available

• Loan Car, Van & 4x4 Available

01985 840 800  www.griffauto.co.uk
Hill Road - Sutton Veny - BA12 7AT

THouGHTS FRom SHERRinGTon

Clocks have gone back, and I love it! News-

papers are full of gloom about darkening

afternoons and shortened days, the last

thing we need in the current climate! I do

not see this time as one of death and

decay but of wealth and renewal, bursting

with colour, different sounds and scents.

          Of course, living here we have a

charmed life surrounded as we are by a

landscape draped in such a rich tapestry,

the air soft with scent of earth, damp

leaves and the sharp spice of a bonfire.

I had my share of going to work and return-

ing in the dark but was fortunate, latterly,

that normally crowd into our kitchen to stir

the Christmas puddings or cake and have

a wish too! We shall miss out too on

the Carol Service with the Crib and the

little church bathed in candlelight. Covid

touches everything with its shrivelled,

miserable finger. However, I feel that

Sherrington has come into its own as a

community in the last six months. Nigel

and I of course are in the top echelon for

risk which is a bit of a tooth grinder but

the help and offers of help that we have

received are just amazing and it is

impossible to give adequate thanks.

          A sadness for us has been the

passing of Chester, a real spaniel full of

vigour and fun with a handsome tail that

seemed to live its own life! We could not

let a good life end badly. He is missed so

much, not least by Tyto for whom he was

mentor and companion second to none. B L

SuTTon VEny

I am sure most of our readers are aware

that the headteacher of Sutton Veny

School, Rachael Brotherton, is to step

down as headteacher at the end of this

term. Rachael has been at the school for

some 18 years, first as a teacher and as

head for the last eleven years. 

       We wish her well with her move to

the Dorset Coast.

“Do you need specialist legal advice 

on how to protect yourself and your 

loved ones during these troubling 

and uncertain times?”

We offer a professional, personal and 

caring service, in order to help 

provide you and your family with 

peace of mind for when the time 

comes …

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Wills       

& Probate

We can also advise and assist you on: 

Dispute Resolution, Employment &

Company Commercial

24 Upton Lovell, Warminster BA12 0JW

Tel: 01985 851206

www.bradlytrimmer.co.uk

HEYTESBURY

home improvements, small or large 
kitchens, painting, tiling and more

RICHARD RICHARD 

McEVOYMcEVOY

richmac247@gmail.com

07530225710   01985 841127

HOME MAINTENANCE



FROM THE REGISTERS

Funeral

Our sympathy and love to those 
who mourn the passing of

Roger Phippen

at Sutton Veny on 20th October

Brenda mears 

at Codford St Peter on 21st October

angus mclellan

at Semington on 12th November

May they rest in the peace 
and light of Christ

Please contact the Ministry Team to make

arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,

Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer 

and Dedication after a Civil Marriage. 

The clergy will officiate at any 

crematorium service.

need your hair done at home?

Denise Nicoll
01985 303311

for all your hairdressing needs
FULLY INSURED

The Warminster mobile (State Registered)Hairdresser

                  
                                                                                                                  

6th                               Heytesbury                         8.30am          Holy Communion (BCP)
2nd Sunday                  Codford St Peter                 9.30am          Holy Communion Choir
of Advent                      Zoom                                11.00am          Service of the word
                                    Norton Bavant                    6.00pm          Holy Communion (BCP) Choir
                                                                                 
13th                             Upton Lovell                       8.30am          Holy Communion (BCP)
3rd Sunday                   Sutton Veny                        9.30am          Holy Communion Choir
of Advent                      Zoom                                11.00am          Service of the word
                                    Codford St Mary                 6.00pm          Christmas Anthology
                                                                                 
20th                             Sutton Veny                        8.30am          Holy Communion (BCP)
4th Sunday                   Codford St Mary                 9.30am          Holy Communion
of Advent                      Zoom                                11.00am          Service of the word
                                    Heytesbury                         6.00pm          Christmas Celebration Choir
                                    Sutton Veny                        6.00pm          Christmas Celebration
                                    Upton Lovell                       6.00pm          Christmas Celebration
                                    Codford St Peter                 6.00pm          Christmas Celebration
                                                                                 
Monday 21st                Knook                                 6.00pm          Christmas Celebration Choir
                                                                                 
Tuesday 22nd               Sherrington                        6.00pm          Christmas Celebration Choir
Tuesday 22nd               Zoom                                  6.00pm          9 lessons and carols
                                                                                 
Wednesday 23rd          Zoom                                  6.00pm          Carol service
Wednesday 23rd          Boyton                                6.30pm          Christmas Celebration Choir
                                                                                 
Thursday 24th              Zoom                                  5.00pm          Crib service
Christmas Eve               Codford St Mary               11.30pm          Midnight Mass
                                    Codford St Peter               11.30pm          Midnight Mass Choir
                                    Heytesbury                       11.30pm          Midnight Mass Choir
                                    Sutton Veny                      11.30pm          Midnight Mass
                                                                                 
Friday 25th                   Tytherington                       8.30am          Holy Communion (BCP)
CHRISTMAS                  Sherrington                        9.30am          Christmas Communion
DAY                              Sutton Veny                        9.30am          Christmas Communion
                                    Upton Lovell                       9.30am          Christmas Communion
                                    Boyton                              11.00am          Christmas Communion
                                    Codford St Mary               11.00am          Christmas Communion
                                    Codford St Peter               11.00am          Christmas Communion
                                    Heytesbury                       11.00am          Christmas Service Choir
                                    Norton Bavant                  11.00am          Christmas Service
                                    Zoom                                11.00am          Carol Service
                                                                                                            
27th                                                                          
St John, Apostle           Sutton Veny                      10.00am          Patronal Festival Choir
and Evangelist                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                 
An invitation on how to join the zoom service is circulated via email each week.
If you are not on the Rector’s mailing list, and wish to join us at the service, 

please email: upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com

UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM 
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CHURCH SERVICES and WORSHIP via ZOOM,
DECEMBER 2020

We have a rota of services in place in the hope that lockdown will be lifted on 2nd December.

Please keep an eye on national and local guidelines as to whether we can worship in our churches

this Christmas. Zoom services will continue to be held each week. For more information or the

link to these services, please contact your churchwarden or Rev Trudy Hobson. Please wear a

facemask for church services until further notice. Church services are said, unless    the choir are

present. Observe social spacing, and use hand sanitizers when entering and leaving church.



                  
                                                                                                                  

3rd                               Heytesbury                         8.30am          Holy Communion (BCP)
Epiphany                      Codford St Peter                 9.30am          Holy Communion Choir
                                    Zoom                                11.00am          Service of the word
                                    Norton Bavant                    6.00pm          Holy Communion (BCP) Choir
                                                                                 
10th                             Upton Lovell                       8.30am          Holy Communion (BCP)
Baptism of                    Sutton Veny                        9.30am          Holy Communion Choir
Christ                            Zoom                                11.00am          Service of the word
                                    Codford St Mary                 6.00pm          Evening Prayer (BCP)
                                                                                                            
17th                             Sutton Veny                        8.30am          Holy Communion (BCP)
2nd Sunday                  Codford St Mary                 9.30am          Holy Communion
of Epiphany                  Zoom                                11.00am          Service of the word
                                    Heytesbury                         6.00pm          Evensong Choir
                                                                                 
18th – 25th                  Week of prayer for Christian Unity                                                 
                                                                                 
24th                           Boyton                                8.30am          Holy Communion (BCP)
3rd Sunday                   Heytesbury                         9.30am          Family Eucharist Choir
of Epiphany                  Zoom                                11.00am          Service of the word 
                                    Upton Lovell                       6.00pm          Evensong Choir
                                                                                 
31st                                                                          
4th Sunday                   Heytesbury                       10.00am           Holy Communion TEAM Service   Choir
of Epiphany                                                                                                                           
                                                                                 

OPENING TIMES OF OUR CHURCHES

Boyton                              Wednesday                                10am – 6pm

Codford St Mary               Wednesday                                All day

Codford St Peter               Wednesday, Saturday                               All Day
                                        and Sunday                                All Day

Heytesbury                       Thursday                                  9am – 1pm
                                        Sunday                                    1pm – 4pm

Knook                               Thursday                                  6pm – 6.30pm

Norton Bavant                  Contact Churchwarden John Acworth      840134

Sherrington                       Thursday                                  All Day

Sutton Veny                      Wednesday                                9am – 1pm 
                                        Saturday                                  1pm – 4pm

Tytherington                     Closed                                     Closed

Upton Lovell                     Closed                                     Closed

UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM 

a loCKED CHuRCH

Ah my dear Lord, the church is locked

but let my heart be open to your

presence.

lines by the Revd Alan Amos

HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Administrator  01985 620097
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CHURCH SERVICES and WORSHIP via
ZOOM, JANUARY 2021

Please wear a facemask for church services until further notice. Church services are said, unless

the choir are present. Observe social spacing, and use hand sanitizers when entering and leaving

church.

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST Fr Martin Queenan

ATTACHED PRIESTS
Fr Raymond Hayne                    Fr Malcolm Ferrier

01985 212329

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Have you been told that you need to self-isolate? 

Do you need some support?
If you would like a chat, prayers, spiritual, pastoral or
practical support and help, please do call someone from
the numbers below 

TEAM RECTOR
The Revd Trudy Hobson (day off Friday)

upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com    840081

MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar
The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun)

cgstride@btinternet.com 850941
Ordained Ministers with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Diana Hammond 841185 

roger213hammond@btinternet.com 
The Revd Jane Shaw 850141 

shawjane2005@gmail.com
The Revd Jayne Buckles 851176

jaynebuckles@btinternet.com
The Revd Robin Hungerford 840522

rhungerford157@gmail.com
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com

CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Post vacant 
Codford St Mary Derek Buckles 851176
Codford St Peter Barbara Tomlinson 850156 

Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Michael Pottow 850776 
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Betty & Nigel Lewis 850496 
Sutton Veny Brian Long 840352
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 840022 
Upton Lovel Andrew Cumming 850834

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Roger Hammond 841185 

Alison Tebbs 841192
Upton Lovell Sue Bray 850702

BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

PARISH NEWS
Editor (and Acting Chairman from 1 Jan 21) 

Robin Culver 840790
robinwculver@mac.com

Chairman David Shaw 850372
(until 31 Dec 20) danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact Katherine Venning (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no
responsibility for any disappointment, accident or injury,
howsoever caused, resulting from purchase or
involvement.  We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in
material from contributors are for readers to appreciate
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.
All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
robinwculver@mac.com by 10th of previous month. 

Advertising contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com
Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com

Printing by Footfall Direct 01225 706058



The Woolpack† Sutton Veny            840834
The Red Lion†‡, Heytesbury    840315
now managed by Tanya and Richard Tilley 
Ginny’s Cafe, Boyton 850381
    ginnysboyton@gmail.com
     Open Wednesday to Sunday 10-2pm
Blonde Brothers Beer (see p6)

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Traditional Chinese Acupuncture 
     Vaiva Minceviciute         07853 663979
     info@dynamicequilibrium.org.uk  
Physical Therapy, Upton Lovell
     using the Bowen Technique 
    roscoombs@gmail.com                    851277
Fitness Pilates 
     Codford Village Hall Tues 6.00/Wed 9.30
     Rosie Poolman 07760 496291 or 211431
Zumba  07760 496291
     Civic Centre,Warminster Wednesday 6.00
     rosiepoolman@talktalk.net  
Zumba Gold (50+ and beginners)
     Codford Village Hall                Tuesday 9.30
     debbiebailey4@sky.com 07941 112893 
WYLYE VALLEY VOICES
     Codford Village Hall  Wednesday 1.30 
     Andrew Forbes-Lane 07774 731918
     andrew@andrewforbeslane.com

WEALTH MANAGEMENT 
    Jeremy Coltman (see p. 7)   07976 398194

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS
    call Darren   07979 976514
ELECTRICIANS 
Pears Electrical 07717534026 213314
     Nigel: pearselectricians@talktalk.net
GENERAL BUILDERS AND JOINERS  
Mike Turner Construction      07779859875
     www. miketurnerconstruction.com
HEYTESBURY HOME MAINTENANCE
Richard McEvoy (see p9)         841127
PAINTING AND DECORATING
James Ashley 07595 948840 840521

Qualified painter and decorator
27 Westlands, Heytesbury

PLASTERING
Lee Hadfield 07765 945722 300403 
     30 yrs of experience 
     johnhadfield58@gmail.com
PLUMBING
Hhp (see p3) 840891
Codford Builders Ltd Stefan 217394
    Bathrooms and heating

COMPUTER SERVICES
Simple PC Help 07979 252573 / 330073
    richard@simplepchelp.co.uk
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT
Stephen Oxlade  07801 090335
    admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
CAR SERVICING & MAINTENANCE 
Auto Services, Pete Jenkins 
     Carsons Yd, East St, Warminster 215749
C&C Servicing and Repair. MOTs
    Woodcock Road 07867 384766 / 217407
Griffin’s Garage (see p9) 840800

ANTIQUES, CODFORD
Dave Alder at Tina’s 850828
    Open Mons, Tues & Sat. 9.30 am – 5 pm
PET SHOP
Baber Animal Feeds (see p8)    219602
Farm, equine, poultry, fur, feather, fin
     13 Weymouth Street, Warminster 219 602
CATTERY, CATS WHISKERS
Weston Nurseries, Corton                850504
FARM SHOP, CROCKERTON
Wylye Valley Vineyard 211337
    wylyevalleyvineyard@gmail.com
FIREWOOD, seasoned logs for sale
    Jerry Poolman     07966 272960
   ashdownfarmllp@hotmail.co.uk

TREE and GARDEN SERVICES
Green Stem Gardens (Sergey Sitwell)
    Gardening Services 07557 882519
Peter Longbourne (see p4)                  840171
Rod Ford (Codford) 851134
     Basic garden maintenance 
Chris Roberts (see p.9)         01722 716736
Horizon Tree and Hedge Care (see p6)

07931 766553
PROPERTY and GARDEN maintenance
Hugh (Heytesbury) 07951 014153
Warminster Fencing Ltd 217775
    sales@warminsterfencing.co.uk
TV AERIAL/satellite/cctv installation 
    Kevin McEvoy 07939 156912 or 840841
    ktvsystems@btinternet.com 
WINDOW CLEANING, gutters, fascias
Clearer Windows 07922 575690
    richnurdin@gmail.com 

SWAN RESCUE                         01202 828166
POST OFFICE, HEYTESBURY               840914
POST OFFICE, CODFORD 850345

PUBS, †RESTAURANTS and ‡ B&B
The Angel†‡, Heytesbury       841790
Restaurant and Fine Dining 
Hillside Café† Codford
    Restaurant and take-away                850712
Toran Indian Restaurant (see p2) 850081
Prince Leopold†‡ Upton Lovell 850460

M A R K E T  P L A C E

Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated

When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in the Parish News

e.G. mArtiN Ltd
WeStBurY (01373)

822784 / 864676

01373 813132

I .N.  NEWMAN LTD

Family Controlled Independent

Funeral Directors

Private Chapels of Rest
24 Hour Care and Assistance

at a time of Bereavement

Nominated Funeral Director for:
Golden Charter

Pre-payment funeral plan

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Griffin House,
55 Winchester Street Salisbury, SP1 IHL

Telephone: 01722413136




