
 John 1:43- end 
  

I like to think of this story as Nathaniel the Changeling, when I was studying one of my 
tutors referred to this passage as Nathanial the Cynic.   And it’s funny how things 
happen sometimes when I am preparing a sermon. This week a friend of mine, who 
shall not be named, emailed me some titbits on cynical wisdom: 
  

• If you think nobody cares about you, try missing a couple of payments. 
• Change is inevitable … except from vending machines. 
• No one is listening until you make a mistake. 
• A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. 
• Bills travel through the post at twice the speed of cheques. 
 

and I love this one ... 
 

• If at first you don’t succeed, then skydiving definitely isn’t for you! 
  
But back to Nathaniel. 
  
Today’s lesson from John’s Gospel is an absolutely wonderful story about one man’s 
spiritual journey.  He went from making a glib, cynical comment about Jesus being a 
“nowhere man” from a nowhere land” to an encounter with Christ that changed his life. 
  
The man’s name, as we all know, is Nathaniel, which actually means “given of God”.  
Yet Nathaniel didn’t, for the life of him, have a clue about the real meaning of God.  
His life had indeed been “given of God” but he had no idea how true that was until he 
met Jesus.  From someone who had become cynical through life’s disappointments, 
Nathaniel meets Jesus and because of this personal encounter, his perspectives 
change forever. 
  
 On the surface it would seem as though the life journey of a Jewish man who lived 
more than 2000 years ago, in a world radically different from our own, would have very 
little relevance to our lives today.  We are from different times, different cultures, 
different lifestyles, different problems and different ideas about life and living. 
  
Yet the story of Nathaniel contains some powerful spiritual concepts that can bring 
new meaning and renewal to our spiritual lives today.  To get a sense for the depth of 
the story, let’s look at two statements Nathaniel made: 
  
Now this is what he had to say before he met Jesus. 
  
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
  
And Jesus’ response was? “Here is a true Israelite without guile and in whom there is 
no deceit!’  
  

We know that Nathanael then asked him, “How did you come to know me?” 
  
To which Jesus replied,  ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you. 
  
Jesus knows that the Spirit has led Nathaniel to come to him.  Nathaniel is 
overwhelmed by the power of Jesus’ miraculous knowledge of him. 
  
Then this is what Nathaniel had to say after he met Jesus. 



  
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God!” 
  
What we learn from this brief encounter is that Jesus knows his own and the ones who 
will hear him, trust in him and confess him.  He says later in John’s Gospel 10:27, “My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”  Suddenly Nathaniel sees 
the whole world, and perceives that his whole life, present and future, are bound 
together in the life of Jesus. This is why I call Nathaniel “The Changeling.”  Change is 
what takes place when we meet with Jesus Christ.  This story of Nathaniel’s call tells 
us exactly what being a disciple is all about.   
  
As strange as it may seem to have this story at this time of year, Epiphany is the 
season that is designed to reveal to us the deeper meaning of the person of Jesus 
Christ, to understand him more deeply, to love him more sincerely, and to walk with 
him more intimately.  This second Sunday of Epiphany tells us in particular that even 
though we might be fraught with doubt, sunk in the pursuits of our daily routines, there 
is one who sees us and knows us even better than we know ourselves. 
  
Nathaniel might say,  “Fall with me at his feet, worship the one who gives us the 
fullness of life, confess with me that he is the Christ, the One who has come into the 
world to redeem us.  Here is the One who knows you, who has given his life for you, 
borne away your sins so that to enter his fold means life that is abundant and 
everlasting.” 
 
We are brought together by God’s love, so that we can be God’s hands and feet in the 
world.   We are called to be messengers of God and he prepares us for the task at 
hand, equipping us for that which lies ahead.  
 
Just for a moment let’s think about that wonderful reading from Samuel, where at the 
very end in verse 10, it says:  Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, 
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 
 
As children of God we are called to embrace His love - bask in God’s light and share 
the Good News of God’s salvation that comes through Jesus Christ our Lord. As we 
go through our tasks this week, we should remember that God’s deepest desire is 
reflected in us, and that this hurting world so desperately needs to hear that God loves 
it, and that God wants to share this life-giving gift with us all.    
 
We are all invited to be part of the company that follows Christ.  We are known by the 
Lord more fully than we even know ourselves.  And the greatest joy of all is that we 
are promised the eternal presence of God. 
  
Just as God called Samuel and Jesus knew Nathaniel, we too are known.  Just as 
they both answered the call, believing without question, may we too believe with the 
same level of trust as we are called to be the disciples of today.  
 
As we attempt to go about God’s work each and every day, perhaps we can try to 
remember the words of the traditional blessing “The peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord….”   Amen.  
  
 


